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Louis and Darleen Hartman 
Louis (Louie) and Darleen Hartman are a couple who would 
be in high demand in any church. They are seldom without a tool 
or instrument in their hands and they spend nearly as much time 
at church as anywhere. If scenery for the spring musical needs to 
be painted, you can count on Darleen. If a water heater needs to 
be installed, just call on Louie. They can do it—they just did. 
They both were born in southern Indiana. Darleen's father 
worked for General Motors. Louis lost his father (a farmer) at the 
age of seven and, along with two brothers and two sisters, was 
raised by an indomitable mother. They attended the local church 
because they could walk to it. Between mother and the church, 
the results were wonderful. 
They met in a Kresge's store, where Darleen worked under 
Louie. She soon changed jobs—for other reasons—which was a 
good thing because a supervisor dating a subordinate wasn't 
allowed. It never was clear who was subordinate to whom, since 
it has never been settled just who proposed—if indeed anyone 
did. Soon, however, plans were being laid for a wedding and that 
came off well. They have 42 years of married life to prove it. 
Credit that to commitment. They do. They will also tell you of 
the joyful fulfillment that comes with knowing that their mar-
riage vows were not subject to compromise. 
The first severe test of that commitment came nine months 
after the wedding. There had been tuberculosis in Louie's fam-
ily and now he was diagnosed with the disease. Removal of a 
kidney and a change of work from inside to outside restored his 
health. 
When the doctor advised work in the fresh air, Louie fell 
back on some early experience as a carpenter. Lank as a rail with 
only 147 pounds on his six-foot frame, he began working on the 
Indiana Toll Road, moving west along with the job. Soon he 
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weighed a more respectable 175 pounds, was healthy and tough. 
It became evident that he had gifts of organization and manage-
ment. From then to retirement he managed construction projects, 
working mostly with concrete. 
His banner project was the Delta terminal at the Los Ange-
les airport. Its quality of construction and beauty of design are 
well-known. What Louie remembers most about the job is the 
incident that he doesn't remember. Unexplainably he fell about 
15 feet, landing on his head. Mercifully, he remembers none of 
it, but his co-workers tell that he was giving orders for the work 
to continue while he was being carried away. His boss said that 
he knew more about the job unconscious than anyone else knew 
conscious! 
Wherever Louis and Darleen moved, the first thing they 
looked for was a church where they could serve the Lord. Louie 
loved his work, but felt a greater love for the Lord. When retire-
ment became an option, Darleen supported the idea of getting a 
motor home so they could join one of those crews that volunteer 
their skills on behalf of churches and institutions serving the 
Lord. 
Darleen had already given her life in service to the Lord and 
the church. With her gifts of organization, enhanced by a joyous 
spirit and empowered by God himself, the church had been 
blessed in many ways. Painting sets was only one of the many 
short term jobs. The annual Christmas programming has been 
blest by her skill and intense drive. The Happy Campers know 
her gift of arrangements. Something to do? Just ask Darleen. 
When she says that she will do it, it is as good as done. 
Now the church discovered Louie. A church complex 
always has things to install and repair. Louie can always find a 
friend to help and another project is completed. 
Louis and Darleen haven't yet joined a traveling building 
group; they are too busy at church. Louie did go to Honduras to 
help build a church center. It was a most rewarding experience. 
Last year, along with several others, they toured the length 
of the country, even visiting Ontario and Nova Scotia in Cana-
da. Their hobby of making things—Louie cuts them out and 
shapes them and Darleen paints them—provided gifts for the 
many friends they visited or just met on their long journey. 
This couple, both ordinary and unique, always come back to 
their three children and nine grandchildren—and their church. 
Mail your article to 
Evangelical V^itor p.O.Box 166, 
Nappanee, IN 46550. 
A . s p e c i a l j v o t f . 
A r t i c l e s a b o u t <sZ 
i n t h e i r ?eensP2aal?e0ple'' 
a n d 4 0 S 3 0 s > u s a r e i n v i t e d . 
This article was written by A. 
Graybill Brubaker, pastor of the 
Upland (Calif.) congregation, 
where the Hartmans attend. 




The official publication of the Brethren in Christ Church 
July 1996 Vol. 109, No. 7 
Brethren in Christ Church 
General Church Off ices 
431 Grantham Road; P.O. Box 290 
Grantham, PA 17027-0290 
Telephone: (717) 697-2634 
FAX Number: (717) 697-7714 
General Church Officers 
Moderator: Harvey R. Sider 
General Secretary: R. Donald 
Shafer 
General Treasurer: Allen Carr 
EVANGELICAL VISITOR 
(ISSN 0745-0486) is published 
monthly by Evangel Press, 
2000 Evangel Way (P.O. Box 166), 
Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. 
Telephone (219) 773-3164. 
FAX number: (219) 773-5934. 
Member of Evangelical Press Associa-
tion and Meetinghouse, a Mennonite 
and Brethren in Christ editors group. 
Biblical quotations, unless otherwise 
indicated, are from the New Interna-
tional Version. 
Editor: Glen A. Pierce 
Cover Design: Glen Pierce 
Circulation: Nancy Lentz 
Mail ing Informat ion: All correspon-
dence, manuscripts and subscriptions 
should be addressed to the Editor, 
Evangelical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, 
Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Changes 
of address should include both the old 
and new address and the identification 
numbers on the first line of the label. 
Single Copy Price: $1.00 (U.S. funds) 
U.S. Subscr ip t ions : 1 year-$12.00; 
2 years-$21.50; 3 years-$30.00; 
5 years-$48.00. New and Gift: $10.25 
Lifetime: $180.00. 
Canadian Subscr ip t ions (in 
Canadian funds): 1 year-$14.50; 
2 years-$26.50; 3 years-$38.50; 
5 years-$60.00. New and Gift: $12.25. 
Lifetime: $225.00. (Use U.S. prices if 
remitting in U.S. funds.) 
Overseas airmail rates available upon 
request. 
Second-class postage paid at Nappa-
nee, IN 46550-0166. Printed in U.S.A. 
Copyr ight© 1996. All rights reserved. 
FEATURES 
4 In the presence of my enemies: 
Hanne of East Germany Virginia M. Anderson 
8 Unused Power-Part 2 S. Lane Hostetter 
11 Ten steps to improve 
spiritual direction in the home 
14 Joy awaits those who 
hear, overcome, and obey 
Greg Deardorff 
Doris Dube 
15 India 1997: Welcome to Assembly 13 Marcus Shantz 
16 An "unbelievable" report? 
Believe it! George and Rachel Kibler 
17 On cobwebs in the church Bob Verno 
18 Mufundisi David and Dorcas Climenhaga 
Lois Jean Sider interviews D. M. Mukonka 
26 YouthQuest '96: Think snow! Mary Bailey 
DEPARTMENTS 
2 Special People 28 Discipleship for the 
19 God at work in our world 21st Century 
2 0 Church News 2 8 , 3 1 Pontius' Puddle 
2 0 Calendar 2 9 Onesimus 
21 E.V. Timelines 3 0 Focusing our Mission 
2 2 Money Matters 31 Editorial 
27 Opening the Word of Life 
NEWS 
2 4 CHA convention report 
2 5 New speaker named for Gospel Tide Hour 
27 Sharing Programs release new book: An Instrument of God's Grace 
Photos on pages 8, 11, 32 © 1995 PhotoDisc, Inc. 
July 1996 3 
by Virginia M. Anderson 
•I 
Wlms 
It was after midnight in the parsonage on the outskirts 
of Karl-Marx-Stadt in East Germany. Suddenly Hanne 
Heimann was awakened by the patter of pebbles hitting the 
bedroom window. "Rudolf! Wake up!" she called. "We 
have visitors!" Pastor Rudolf Heimann jumped up, rubbed 
his eyes, grabbed robe and slippers, and hurried down to 
the back door. 
The late-night visitors were some English Christians 
with a load of forbidden Christian books to be unloaded 
and stored in Heimann's attic. They were driving to West 
Berlin on a transit visa, which meant the car would not be 
searched, but they were not supposed to leave the 
Autobahn. They always chose the middle of a dark night 
and drove to the rear of the parsonage where high garden 
walls and tall trees hid them from sight. 




Quickly they and the Heimanns carried 
the books up two flights to the attic. Some 
books were in German; others, in Polish, 
Russian, etc., were to be picked up later 
and taken to their destinations. After a 
quick cup of tea, the "smugglers" were off 
to the nearby Autobahn to continue on to 
West Berlin. Hanne and Rudolf knew they 
were risking arrest by storing these books, 
but they trusted God to protect them and 
their five children. 
Hanne, from Heidelberg in West Ger-
many, had grown up in a Christian family 
and worked as a school teacher before her 
marriage. Rudolf was from the east, near 
the Polish border. Shortly after the war, he 
became a Christian through a student group 
and went to study theology at Heidelberg 
University. (At that time the borders were 
not yet so tightly closed.) There he met 
Hanne and they fell in love. But Rudolf 
had no intention of staying in West Ger-
many. He believed God wanted him to 
minister to his own people, now behind the 
Iron Curtain. 
Hanne well knew what awaited her 
should she marry Rudolf and go to East 
Germany to live and raise children. By 
now it was the height of the Cold War and 
tensions ran high between East and West. 
One critical remark about the government 
July 1996 
could land her in prison. Christians, espe-
cially pastors, were considered enemies of 
the state and lived under constant pressure 
and discrimination. In addition, there was 
economic hardship and many products 
were scarce or unavailable. Yet Hanne 
cheerfully followed Rudolf and the call of 
God to this forbidding land. Although the 
Heimanns got permission for a few visits 
to West Germany, the erection of the Berlin 
Wall in 1961 effectively shut them in for 
many years to come. 
The newly-weds enjoyed their first year 
in the little village where Rudolf pastored, 
but it was not long before difficulties 
began. When their first child was two 
months old, Rudolf became ill with hepati-
tis and was isolated in a hospital for six 
months. Hanne could only show him the 
baby through a window. She felt depressed 
and forsaken, and very homesick for her 
family in West Germany. But she was 
reminded of the verse, "No one who puts 
his hand to the plow and looks back is fit 
for service in the kingdom of God" (Luke 
9:62). 
Worse than personal trials for Hanne 
was having to live in the constant oppres-
sive atmosphere of an atheistic Communist 
land. For years Hanne felt, in her own 
words, "like an iron weight was pressing 
For years 
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disappeared. 
on my soul." She described this not as a 
feeling of fear, but rather of pressure from 
living under the threatening evil forces of 
darkness that had so much control over the 
people. 
Rudolf was often in conflict with 
authorities because he refused to vote. 
Communist leaders pressured people to 
vote so that the world would believe they 
had unanimous support. But as there was 
only one slate to vote for, Rudolf said, 
"How can I as a Christian pastor vote for 
an atheistic government?" Once, just 
before elections, a party official drove 
through town in a car with a loudspeaker, 
accusing Pastor Heimann of undermining 
socialism by not voting—an attempt to 
force him to vote and to stir up people 
against him. The next day he was sum-
moned to a meeting and accused of being 
an enemy of the state and of socialism. 
Until the election was well past, Hanne lay 
sleepless at night. Fear gripped her when-
ever she heard a car approach, for she 
thought someone might be coming to 
arrest Rudolf on some trumped-up charge. 
Many pastors chose to take the easy road 
and vote, but Rudolf stood firm. 
Although Rudolf was not arrested, he 
and his family were punished in other 
ways. For years, relatives from the West 
were not allowed to visit, except for 
Hanne's parents. Also, the Heimanns were 
denied a visa to visit other East Block 
countries. Once when Rudolf applied for a 
visa to Czechoslovakia, he was told, "You 
are not a worthy representative of the Ger-
man Democratic Republic." To his ques-
tion "Why?" he got only the reply, "You 
know why." In later years travel restric-
tions eased somewhat, but still visas were 
often granted or denied at the unpre-
dictable whim of a surly official. 
Heimanns knew there was always a spy 
at church services, and mail and phone 
calls were monitored. A school teacher 
once confessed to Rudolf that he had been 
spying for the Stasi (secret police). A few 
years earlier, this teacher had come to 
Rudolf with sincere questions about the 
Christian faith. Soon after, he was called in 
by the Stasi and told that if he wanted to 
keep his job, he must continue to attend 
church, and turn in regular reports to them. 
Hanne endured the hostile looks and 
remarks of party members. A pastor's wife 
was not respected, especially one who did 
not work outside the home, as expected in 
that society. She knew her five children's 
educational and career choices would be 
limited. Though her oldest daughter Kor-
nelia received top grades, she could not go 
beyond the tenth grade because she was 
not "politically active;" that is, she had not 
joined the party youth organization (ironi-
cally called Free German Youth), nor par-
ticipated in the "youth dedication," a state 
ceremony instituted to replace church con-
firmation. But Hanne also knew that as 
seamstresses or plumbers, her children 
would have freedom to live their faith 
more openly, whereas engineers or other 
professionals could be demoted or fired 
because of church activities. 
Living in this system continued to press 
on Hanne's soul until finally, in the late 
'60s, she began to experience God in new 
ways. This began when her youngest sis-
ter, Dorle Obitts, now living in California, 
came with her family to visit. They had to 
come on a tourist visa and stay in a hotel 
in a nearby city. Dorle was overwhelmed 
by the oppressive atmosphere in East Ger-
many and the eerie stillness in the cities, 
even when the streets were full of people. 
As soon as she returned home, she started 
a prayer group for the Heimanns. Today 
Hanne looks back on this as a turning 
point. "There is no doubt a connection 
between the founding of the prayer circle 
in Santa Barbara and the changes in our 
lives," she says. 
The first change was the lifting of the 
"iron weight" from Hanne's soul. This 
occurred when the Heimanns visited 
friends in East Berlin and found them 
filled with a new joy and radiant love. 
These friends had come into contact with 
Foculari, an international Christian move-
ment that stresses Jesus' love for all peo-
ple, including your enemies. They spoke 
of love for the "forsaken Jesus," whom 
they saw in every person because Jesus 
had identified himself with all people by 
bearing their sin on the cross. 
What happened in Hanne's heart during 
that visit is hard to put into words. She 
describes it thus: "I realized it was possible 
to love everyone, even when I felt threat-
ened by them. Jesus had gone to the cross, 
totally forsaken, because he loves me so 
much and because he loves everyone, even 
evil men who hate and reject him. These 
especially need to be loved." As Hanne's 
attitude toward her enemies changed, the 
iron weight miraculously disappeared. 







"Suddenly the world had changed! I was 
free! I had become another person!" Hanne 
could now face the cold, hard officials of 
the East German regime and feel Jesus' 
compassion for them. 
Through these friends came also a 
renewed emphasis on the Heimann's pri-
vate devotions, with a conscious attempt to 
apply the daily Bible word to the specific 
circumstances of each day. "Through this 
we had again the divine dimension in our 
daily life." 
Another big change was the move to a 
larger church in Karl-Marx-Stadt (now 
again Chemnitz) near the Erz Mountains— 
an area that still feels the effects of a 
revival in the last century. The Heimanns 
were encouraged by the strong spirit of 
Christian fellowship and support among 
the believers there. God blessed Rudolf 's 
ministry as believers were strengthened, 
and each year new people came to faith in 
Jesus. Many families with children became 
active in the church and Sunday school. 
"We could sense that many prayed for 
us," says Hanne, "first, my parents, then 
Dorle's group, and also Christians in Eng-
land. As restrictions eased somewhat in 
later years, visitors came from the U.S., 
England, and West Germany, and busloads 
of believers from Poland and Czechoslo-
vakia—even though the Stasi were always 
watching closely. Our church became a 
home for many and a place of freedom, as 
the words from Psalm 23 were literally ful-
filled; 'You prepare a table before me in 
the presence of my enemies. '" 
Today Hanne's children are grown and 
most are married and have established 
Christian homes. Hanne, now a widow, 
lives in Gorlitz with another pastor's 
widow, an invalid whose husband was 
Rudolf 's best friend since their youth. Both 
men died soon after the Berlin Wall f e l l -
Rudolf of cancer and his friend of heart 
problems. Just when they could have 
enjoyed complete freedom in their min-
istry, God took them home. Many wonder 
why, but their widows are convinced that 
God makes no mistakes. 
Hanne sums up her life: "I have experi-
enced that God's Word can be depended 
on, and that the fellowship of the saints is a 
place of protection. God tested me, to see if 
my faith was genuine, both in the time of 
dictatorship and during the time of 
Rudolf 's suffering and death. But God 
never required more than he gave." 
Virginia M. Anderson 
is a member of the 
Dillsburg, Pa., Brethren 
in Christ Church. She 
lived with Hanne's family 
in Heidelberg while 
learning German, and 
attended Hanne's 
wedding in 1956. While 
teaching at Gordon 
College (1968-91), 
Virginia made a number 
of trips to Germany and 
visited the Heimanns in 
their parsonage in Karl-
Marx-Stadt. "I was there 
one night when a load of 
books were delivered in 
the middle of the night. 
I thought at first the 
police had come to 
arrest them for having 
an American guest!" 
Since the Wall fell, 
Virginia has been in 
Germany twice. On the 
last trip she interviewed 
Hanne at length for this 
article. "I had always 
admired her courage 
and fearlessness, but 
had not heard the story 
of how God changed 
her attitude until then." 
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by S. Lane Hostetter 
When the Spirit of God comes into a person's 
life, there will be clear evi-
dence of the fruit of the Spirit. 
The Spirit teaches us what it 
is to minister to one another 
and to build each other up. 
The Spirit gives us a new 
measure of love for others. 
The Spirit-filled life is 
marked by fruit that only the 
Holy Spirit can bring. People 
cannot produce such fruit. We 
can try, but we will fail miser-
ably. We can't do it—the 
Holy Spirit is the Producer 
who brings fruit, power, and 
holy living. 
Love 
Love is the quality which 
forms the foundation for the 
whole structure of life. Love 
is greater than anything we 
can say, possess, or give. 
Love is not only the finest 
fruit, but it is the final test of 
the Christian life. Love 
embraces all the clusters of 
fruit. 
The love that the Spirit 
gives reaches out to all— 
wives, husbands, children, 
neighbors, people we have 
never met. It includes those 
who are easy to love, and 
those who are hard to love. It 
extends to people who have 
harmed us or brought sorrow 
to us. Those who have the 
love of the Spirit will want to 
serve. They must do some-
thing for their Master. They 
must do something for those 
around them. 
Paul says, "Love is patient, 
love is kind. It does not envy, 
it does not boast, it is not 
8 Evangelical Visitor 
proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, 
it is not easily angered, it keeps no record 
of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth. It always pro-
tects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres" (1 Cor. 13:4-7). 
Joy 
Jesus' desire for the disciples and us in 
John 15:11 was that our joy might be full 
and that his joy might remain in us. There 
is no joy to compare with that which flows 
from a deep, rich, and sweet communion 
with the Lord. Martin Luther said, "God 
did not send his Son to fill us with sadness, 
but to gladden our hearts." 
Why should we as children of God, chil-
dren of the King, hang our heads and carry 
our burdens, missing the mark about Chris-
tian victory? All this time the Holy Spirit 
has been wanting to make Jesus our chief 
joy and delight. Joy is something that is 
multiplied when it is divided and shared. 
Peace 
Peace is the rest of a spirit right with 
God. It is the serenity of a soul secure. 
Peace always originates with God. True 
peace comes not from the absence of trou-
ble or conflict, but from the presence of 
God through Jesus Christ. "Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid" (John 14:27). 
Concerning the peace of God, Spurgeon 
said, "I looked at Christ and the dove of 
peace flew into my heart; I looked at the 
dove of peace, and it flew away. " So we 
should not look at the fruit itself, but at the 
source of all peace, because Christ through 
the Holy Spirit wisely cultivates our lives 
to allow us to bring forth peace. 
Patience 
Patience is part of true Christ-likeness, 
something we often admire in others with-
out demanding it of ourselves. In the Bible, 
patience is closely related to testings and 
trials. We may be patient in ordinary life, 
but how do we react when trials come? It is 
then we especially need this fruit. This is 
one reason why the Bible tells us that trials 
can be good for us, because they allow us 
to be strengthened, and they allow patience 
to be developed by the Spirit. "Consider it 
pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds, because you know 
that the testing of your faith develops per-
severance" (James 1:2-3). 
Kindness 
We cannot dwell in the heavenly realms 
with Christ and be harsh, snappish, quarrel-
some, overly sensitive or insensitive, vin-
dictive, sarcastic, cutting, and unforgiving. 
There needs to be respect and gentleness of 
spirit in all relationships. In Colossians 
3:12, gentleness is one of the garments of 
the well-dressed Christian. Paul in 2 Timo-
thy 2:24 says, "The Lord's servant must 
not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to 
everyone." The Epistle of James says, "The 
wisdom that comes from heaven is first of 
all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial and sincere" (James 3:17). 
Goodness 
Goodness is more than just doing good. 
It is love in action. It is doing good out of a 
good heart, to please God, without expect-
ing any medals or rewards. The real mean-
ing of this word is generosity in things 
material and in things spiritual. 
Christ wants this kind of goodness to be 
the way of life for every Christian. We 
should be careful that any goodness the 
world may see in us is the genuine fruit of 
the Spirit and not a counterfeit substitute. 
Goodness is always accompanied by 
patience and kindness. These three go 
together and all were beautifully shown in 
the life of Jesus. By the power of the Holy 
Spirit, these traits of character become part 
of our lives that we might remind others of 
Him. 
Faithfulness 
Having faith in God involves keeping 
faith with God. How far can he trust us? 
Lack of faithfulness is actually a sign of 
spiritual immaturity. One sign of emotional 
immaturity is the refusal to accept respon-
sibility. The same is true spiritually. God 
has given us certain responsibilities, and 
when we are disobedient and refuse to 
accept these, we are unfaithful. But when 
we are faithful, we have accepted the 
responsibilities given us. This is a sign of 
spiritual maturity, and it is one of the 
important fruits the Spirit brings to our 
lives. 
At the judgment seat of Christ, we as 
Christians are going to be judged not on 
how successful we were in the eyes of the 
"But the fruit 
of the Spirit 
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world, but on how faithful we were in the 
place God put us. 
This wonderful cluster of the fruit of the 
Spirit includes faithfulness to our testimo-
ny, faithfulness to our commitments and 
calling, faithfulness to the commands of 
Christ. The ultimate reward for this is 
noted in Revelation 2:10, "Be faithful, 
even to the point of death, and I will give 
you the crown of life." 
Gentleness (or meekness) 
We generally shrink from the thought 
that we should be humble. Yet had it not 
been for the lowliness of Jesus, our salva-
tion would never have been bought. Jesus 
was willing to be lowered from heaven's 
glory to earth's humiliation for the suffer-
ing of death. 
Meekness is strength held under control, 
power kept in reserve. Charles Allen said, 
"Pride comes from looking only at our-
selves, meekness comes through looking at 
God." 
Jesus was a man of no reputation. It 
should concern us when we are worried 
about ours. He openly admitted that with-
out the Father he could do nothing. I see 
no reason why we should be so careful to 
hide the fact that neither can we. 
Self-control 
Intemperance has brought about the fall 
of kings. Someone said, "There are men 
who can command armies, but cannot 
command themselves. There are men who 
by their burning words can sway vast mul-
titudes, who cannot keep silence under 
provocation or wrong. The highest mark of 
nobility is self-control. It is more kingly 
than regal crown and purple robe." 
When we think of temperance we think 
of alcohol and drugs, but the Bible con-
demns gluttony as clearly as drunkenness. 
We also tend to overlook unkindness, gos-
sip, pride and jealousy. It is possible to be 
intemperate in these areas also. 
S. Lane Hostetter is Direc-
tor of Planned Giving for the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
He is a member of the 
Carlisle congregation. This 
article is adapted from a ser-
mon he preached at the 1995 
Roxbury camp meeting. 
All inclusive is the love of God which has been poured out into our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit, whom God has given us 
(Romans 5:5). 
Every phase of life will become a phase 
of love—"Peace is love resting, Bible 
study is love reading its Lover's letters, 
prayer is love keeping tryst. Conflict with 
sin is love jealousy fighting for its Lover. 
Hatred of sin is love shrinking from that 
which separates from its Lover. Sympathy 
is love tenderly feeling. Enthusiasm is love 
burning. Hope is love expecting. Patience 
is love waiting. Faithfulness is love stick-
ing fast. Humility is love taking its true 
place. Modesty is love keeping out of 
sight. Soul-winning is love pleading." 
In the first one-third of the cluster of the 
fruit of the Spirit, it is Jesus who is love, 
joy, and peace dwelling in me to make my 
inner life complete. In the second one-third 
of the cluster it is Jesus who is long-suffer-
ing, gentle and good, dwelling in me to 
minister to my fellowman in the outward 
life. In the last one-third, it is Jesus who is 
my faith and faithfulness, meekness and 
self-control, who dwells in me to please 
the Father in my upward life. 
As long as I work and strain to produce 
the fruit of the Spirit within myself, I will 
end up fruitless and frustrated. But as I 
abide in Christ—as I maintain a close, 
obedient, dependent relationship with 
him—God the Holy Spirit works in my 
life, creating in me this fruit of the Spirit. 
The story is told of a man who glanced 
at the obituary column and to his surprise 
saw his own name. At first he laughed 
about it. But soon the phone began to ring. 
Stunned friends and acquaintances called 
to inquire and to offer sympathy. Finally, 
in irritation, he called the newspaper editor 
and angrily reported that even though he 
had been reported dead in the column, he 
was very much alive. The editor was 
apologetic and embarrassed. Then in a 
flash of inspiration he said, "Do not worry, 
sir, I will make it all right, for tomorrow I 
will put your name in the births column." 
This may sound like a humorous inci-
dent, but it may be a spiritual parable. Not 
until we have allowed our old selves to be 
crucified with Christ can our new selves 
emerge to display the marvelous fruit char-
acteristic of the life of Jesus Christ. 
Only the Holy Spirit can make possible 
the out-living of the in-living Christ. The 
fruit of the Spirit is not an improved self, 
but it is the Lord himself. 
Not I, but Christ, my every need 
supplying; 
Not I, but Christ, my strength and 
health to be. 
Christ, only Christ, for body, soul 
and spirit. 
Christ, only Christ, live thou thy 
life in me. • 






My wife Sheila and I are still in the pro-
cess of providing spiritual direction for our 
daughters, ages 15 and 13. The results of 
our spiritual direction are not yet fully real-
ized. Consequently, 1 am reluctant to write 
such an article, for it may sound rather pre-
sumptuous. But the source of these steps is 
the Word of God. 
In Genesis 18:19, God spoke these words 
to explain why Abraham was chosen from 
all of the people of the earth to be the father 
of a nation through whom all the people on 
earth were to be blessed: "...I have chosen 
him, so that he will direct his children and 
his household after him to keep the way of 
the Lord by doing what is right and just..." 
God chose Abraham so that he would 
"direct" his children to keep the way of the 
Lord by doing what is right and just. This 
word that is translated "direct" is a strong 
word. It is translated "command" in the 
NASB and KJV translations of the Bible. It 
is a strong word for instruction, with the 
expected outcome of obedience. Abraham 
was not to "suggest" to his children that they 
keep the way of the Lord. He was not to 
"hope" his children would keep the way of 
the Lord. He was not only to "pray" that his 
children would keep the way of the Lord. 
He was to "direct" them to follow the Lord 
in such a way that righteousness and justice 
were the anticipated outcome. 
Let's look at ten steps to improve spiritu-
al direction in the home as revealed in the 
Scriptures. 
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1. Don't forget what God has done by Greg Deardorff 
Deuteronomy 4:9 says, "Only be careful, 
and watch yourselves closely so that you do 
not forget the things your eyes have seen or 
let them slip from your heart as long as you 
live." The Israelites were at a crucial point in 
their history. They had just completed their 
years of wandering in the wilderness. The 
promised land had been divided up among 
the tribes. They were on the verge of enter-
ing the long-awaited promised land. But 
before they did so they were told by God, 
"...do not forget...." Do not forget how God 
delivered your fathers out of Egypt. Do not 
forget how God led you through the Red 
Sea. Do not forget how God fed you and 
gave you water in the wilderness. Do not 
forget how God kept your clothes f rom 
wearing out for those 40 years in the desert. 
Do not forget what God has done for you. 
That biblical truth is just as true today. 
Do not forget what God has done for you. 
Look at where you are today. Remember 
where you were 5 years ago, in 1991... 10 
years ago, in 1986...25 years ago, in 1971... 
and, for some, 50 years ago, in 1946. Do 
you see what God has done for you? Do you 
see from where He has brought you? Don't 
forget it! Don't forget what God has done for 
you. 
2. Model a life of faith 
People do what people see, and that is 
nowhere more true than in the home. The 
modeling of a life of faith by parents speaks 
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to Cod, we 
model for 
our children 
what a life 
of faith is to 
look like. 
volumes to their children. That is why 2 
Kings 17:41 records these words, "Even 
while these people were worshiping the 
Lord, they were serving their idols. To this 
day their children and grandchildren con-
tinue to do as their fathers did." 
For you see, children do what children 
see. If we model a life of faith, the natural 
thing will be for our children to follow in our 
footsteps. However, that is not always the 
case. When our children get older, they still 
have a will. They are free to choose to fol-
low their parents' faith or go their own way. 
The Bible says in Proverbs 22:6, "Train a 
child in the way he should go, and when he 
is old he will not turn from it." But we must 
realize that the Proverbs are not promises, 
they are principles. It is a general principle 
of life that when children are brought up in 
the Christian faith, they will continue to 
walk in the Christian faith as adults. It is a 
natural step for children to continue in the 
faith of their parents, but, that is not always 
the case. Each person comes to faith in Jesus 
Christ by a choice of his own will. 
When children are trained up in the way 
they should go but do not walk in it, it is not 
that the Word of God is wrong, but that we 
have misunderstood the purpose of the 
Proverbs, which are principles, not promis-
es. Our responsibility as parents is to model 
a life of faith. 
3. Demonstrate obedience 
Deuteronomy 5:29 says, "Oh, that their 
hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep 
all my commands always, so that it might go 
well with them and their children forever!" 
This is closely connected with modeling a 
life of faith. When we as parents demon-
strate obedience to God, we model for our 
children what a life of faith is to look like. 
Our actions speak far louder than our words. 
In fact, our actions speak so loud that our 
children may not be able to hear a word 
we're saying. We must demonstrate obedi-
ence. 
We were at the Po t t e ry Fac to ry in 
Williamsburg, Virginia, several years ago. 
The thermometer read 105° inside one of 
the buildings. Having shopped until I was 
about to drop, we were returning to our car. 
There were two ways to get to our car in 
that wilting heat. The most direct way was 
over a set of railroad tracks where a sign 
read something like, "No Pedestrian Cross-
ing. Use the Tunnel." 
As I looked toward the tunnel, I realized 
we would have to walk twice as far to get to 
our car. I thought for about half a second 
and said, "Come on, gang. Let's take the 
short-cut." 
As we got to the car I realized that I had 
just demonstrated disobedience to my chil-
dren. My decision taught them it is alright to 
disobey authority. I apologized and asked 
them to forgive me for my disobedience. 
We improve spiritual direction in our homes 
when we demonstrate obedience. 
4. Develop respect for God 
We saw it in Deuteronomy 5:29, "Oh, 
that their hearts would be inclined to fear 
me...." We are not to teach our children to 
fear God in the sense of being afraid of him. 
It is meant in the sense of revering God— 
respecting him—for we should never take 
God lightly. This is at the core of the third 
commandment, "Do not take the name of 
the Lord your God in vain." It not only 
means do not use the name of God as a 
swear word, but it also means that we should 
not use the name of God lightly or loosely. 
Expressions such as "Oh, God!" or "Oh, my 
Lord!" throw the name of God around and 
do not demonstrate reverence and respect 
for God. 
5. Fill your heart with God's Word 
If we as parents are to provide spiritual 
direction for our children, then we had bet-
ter know the road map. We can' t direct 
someone to a destination when we don ' t 
know how to get there ourselves. We can't 
give away what we do not have. 
Deuteronomy 6:6 says, "These com-
mandments that I give you today are to be 
upon your hearts. Impress them on your 
children...." You see, I can't impress spiri-
tual truth to my children unless I have spir-
itual truth in my heart. I cannot provide spir-
itual direction for my children if I am not a 
spiritual person. In order to provide spiritu-
al direction for our children, we must be 
spir i tual people . And the only way to 
become a spiritual person in the biblical 
sense is to be a follower of Jesus Christ. 
Then, after becoming a Christian, we must 
fill our hearts with the word of God. 
6. Love your spouse 
Parents, if you want to love your chil-
dren, show them that you love their father or 
their mother. When we fight in the presence 
of our children, we are directing them the 
wrong way. When our children know that 
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Mom and Dad aren't talking to each other, 
we put them in a terrible predicament. If you 
want to mess up your kids, don't love your 
spouse. If you want to provide healthy, spir-
itual direction for them, love your spouse. 
7. Develop a spiritually unified home 
Spiritual direction in a home where one 
parent is a Christian and the other is not 
sends mixed messages to children. It's like 
two contractors trying to build one house 
from two different sets of blueprints. And if 
the husband and wife are not living together, 
it's even worse. It's like two contractors try-
ing to build one house from two different 
sets of blueprints on two different sites. 
In 1 Corinthians 7:14, Paul talks about a 
marriage where one partner is a Christian 
and the other partner is not. He says, "...the 
unbelieving husband has been sanctified 
through his wife, and the unbelieving wife 
has been sanctified through her believing 
husband. Otherwise your children would be 
unclean, but as it is, they are holy." The word 
translated "sanctified" is in the perfect tense, 
thus it reveals a past action with continued 
effect. In other words, a wife who is not a 
Christian is in the process of being sancti-
fied, or in the process of being set apart for 
Jesus because of the influence of her believ-
ing husband. He is being, or is supposed to 
be, a positive influence for his wife to take 
the step to become a Christian. 
8. Demonstrate tenderness 
Developing spiritual direction involves 
developing spiritual sensitivity. Developing 
spiritual sensitivity involves demonstrating 
tenderness. 
When Paul wrote to the church in Thes-
salonica (1 Thessalonians 2:7) he demon-
strated tenderness when he said, "We were 
gentle among you, like a mother caring for 
her little children." The word that Paul here 
uses for "mother" is not the usual word for 
mother, but the word for nurse. And the word 
translated "caring" literally means "keeping 
warm." Thus the understanding is more "like 
a nursing mother keeping her little children 
warm." What a word picture of tenderness! 
We improve spiritual direction in our homes 
as we demonstrate tenderness. 
9. Tell your children about God 
Tell your children about what ' s most 
important—tell your children about your 
God. 
Doug Fusselman tells of the time he was 
with Tom and Jerry McKenzie as they stood 
by their son's bedside. He writes, "He was 
c o n n e c t e d to all sor ts of l i fe suppor t 
machines. His pupils were fixed and dilated 
as he lay there in a coma. We did not, at that 
time, know whether he was alive or had 
already...[died].... At that point the McKen-
zies did not care if their son was popular in 
school. They did not care which college he 
planned to attend next fal l . They were 
unconcerned about GPA or what chair he 
held in band. They had only one concern: 
What would happen to him when he died? 
Where would he go? Nothing else seemed 
important." 
At times like those, we realize what is 
most important in life. As parents, we must 
tell our children about God. 
10. Pile up some stones 
In chapter four of the Old Testament book 
of Joshua, a graphic lesson is given in this 
area of spiritual direction for our children. 
The Israelites had just crossed the Jordan 
River and entered into the promised land. 
Joshua then selected 12 men, one from each 
tribe, to go back into the river, each one tak-
ing one stone from the middle of the Jor-
dan. These stones were then piled up at the 
place where they were spending the night. 
Joshua said that in the future when their 
chi ldren asked, "What do these s tones 
mean?" they were to tell them about how 
God led the people into the promised land. 
Parents, we need to pile up some stones 
for our children. We need to create some 
spiritual memories for our children. We 
planted a rose bush when our oldest daugh-
ter was born. Even though we don't live at 
that same location, when we look at some 
old pictures and see that rose bush, we will 
talk about it's significance. 
You might want to plant a rose bush or a 
tree when your son is dedicated to God, or 
when your daughter accepts Jesus. Then in 
years to come, when your child looks at that 
tree, you can say, "Do you know why we 
have that tree? We planted that tree to remind 
us of the time that you gave your life to 
Jesus." That tree will serve as a constant 
reminder of spiritual direction in your home. 
Parents, the responsibility of improving 
spiritual direction in our homes is up to us. 
The good news is that God will help us as we 
follow his road map. 
We need to 
"pile up some 
stones"... 






Greg Deardorff is pastor of 
the Falls View Brethren in 
Christ Church, Niagara Falls, 
Ont. This summer he and his 
family will be moving to Penn-
sylvania, where he begins pas-
toring the Hershey Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
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Thoughts on the Assembly 13 theme passage: Revelation 2-3 
Joy awaits those who 
hear, overcome, and obey 
by Doris Dube 
One of the challenges that the 
African Church has set for itself 
is that by the year 2000, all peo-
ple in all nations must be reached 
by the Good News. This move 
has been ably supported by the 
goal to plant as many churches as 
possible. In line with this is the 
great drive to train as many peo-
ple as possible in various areas of 
leadership. 
As churches have mushroomed 
all over the continent, another 
phenomenon has taken place. A 
wave of pentecostalism has swept 
through nations. It has drawn a 
strong following among youth 
and young adults, and in the pro-
cess has unsettled the older gener-
ation who enjoy a more conserva-
tive style of worship. Much pre-
cious time has been swallowed up 
in discussing forms of worship, 
so much that the direction the 
church wishes to follow is some-
times hazy. 
As we listen to hear what the 
Spirit is saying to the church 
today, we cannot help but identify 
in one way or another with the 
Asian churches of the first centu-
ry. All those messages continue to 
be very relevant to us today. A 
rough assessment of a given num-
ber of sermons by different 
preachers reveals that there is a 
good balance between the "repent 
and be baptized" sermons aimed 
at the lost and the "be ye sancti-
fied" sermons targeted at those 
who are saved but need to be 
cleansed, trimmed, or changed in 
specific areas so they may serve 
more efficiently. 
The church at Ephesus, like the 
six others, is commended for its 
good aspects and condemned for 
specific weaknesses. It is back-
slidden, but is not aware of its 
state because it is still strong in 
service and discipline. How much 
like our church it is! I think of the 
shift in emphasis in the way we 
participate in worship. I question 
our motives. I see a love grown 
cold in spiritual matters, yet I see 
the same or even greater commit-
ment to "works." I appreciate and 
respect set rules of conduct and 
behavior in the church, but some-
times find them stifling or inhibit-
ing as they threaten to overshad-
ow what the Word is saying. 
The church at Pergamos is torn 
by heresy but remains steadfast. 
Thyatira is in the clutches of a 
false prophet (teacher). This is 
still happening today. At the most 
recent Africa Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ meeting in 
Kenya, as the participants dis-
cussed the position of the church, 
mention was made several times 
of double standards in a number 
of areas. It is easy to worship and 
trust God when all is well. In 
times of strife or problems, many 
go back to custom and culture, 
even if it does not please God. 
Another common area con-
cerns leadership squabbles which 
take such prominence that the rest 
of the church suffers. Corruption 
occurs and the church turns a 
blind eye to it in order to protect 
an individual. Many are hurt and 
lose direction. Financial greed is 
tolerated. True direction is dis-
torted and many are misled when 
intangible idols are pursued, such 
as when church attendance is a 
status symbol. People are hurt 
and confused by sex-related sins, 
yet the voice which can be brave 
enough to speak out and chal-
lenge people to change their 
lifestyles remains soft. 
I see the church falling into the 
state of Laodicea. It is neither hot 
nor cold. I see a blindness which 
deadens the senses and prevents a 
desire to seek healing and restora-
tion because it offers complacen-
cy. Revelation 3:20 refers to 
Christ knocking at the door, want-
ing to be let in. Self-sufficiency 
has blinded our spiritual eyes to 
what is true gold. Many opportu-
nities for fellowship with God 
pass us by. We concentrate on us 
rather than others around us. It 
therefore is not only at Smyrna 
that the righteous are being perse-
cuted. The church today is having 
to deal with cases of character 
assassination which weaken the 
body. The list is endless. 
Yet again, as I look at the 
church from another angle, I see a 
beautiful picture. God is raising 
powerful men and women who 
have been truly touched and 
anointed for service. As in Sardis, 
they are making their mark. They 
are standing in the gap and are 
fighting evil through teaching and 
encouraging a weaker brother or 
sister, while also interceding on 
behalf of their nations. 
There is a vigorous drive to 
revive or start Bible study cells 
and prayer meetings. Men and 
women are being equipped to 
equip others. Stereotyped ideas 
about the roles of males and 
females are slowly receding, to be 
replaced by roles based on quali-
fications. 
It is good to sit back and 
believe that the promises made to 
those early churches also await 
some in today's church. Yes, joy 
awaits those who hear, overcome, 
and obey. 
Doris Dube is an active lay leader and 
writer in the Brethren in Christ Church in 
Zimbabwe. She is the Mennonite World 
Conference regional editor for Africa. 
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Welcome to 
Assembly 13 
by Marcus Shantz 
Mennonite World Conference's next 
assembly will meet in Calcutta January 
6-12, 1997, but planning for India 1997 
is happening on five continents. Com-
mittees in Europe, North America, 
Africa, Latin America, and Asia have 
each been assigned one day of Assem-
bly Gathered—the six days in which all 
India 1997 participants will meet in 
Calcutta. Their task is to plan a day of 
workshops, worship, and prayer that 
reflects the lives of churches in their 
part of the world. According to Larry 
Miller, MWC international secretary, 
this approach follows naturally from the 
India 1997 theme: "Hear what the Spir-
it is saying to the Churches." 
"Given this theme, we felt it was 
important to give most of the planning 
over to continental committees. 'Hear-
ing what the Spirit is saying' to church-
es in all parts of the world means giving 
them the opportunity to speak out of 
their own particular experience," Larry 
said. 
Latin America. For Latin Ameri-
cans, this means a day focused on the 
endurance of hopeful faith in spite of 
suffering and oppression. Beginning 
with prayers for faithfulness, hope, and 
conviction, Latin America Day will fea-
ture testimonials from conscientious 
objectors, native persons, women, and 
youth who have resisted oppression in 
various forms. The morning Bible study 
is titled "Faithfulness and Suffering," 
and afternoon workshops will include 
such topics as "Nonviolent efforts in a 
violent continent," "Reading the Bible 
from women's perspective," "Evange-
lism and holistic growth of the church," 
and "Educating our children for peace." 
Europe. European planners have 
chosen to communicate the need for 
recovery of vision in their churches. 
Confessing the decline of church mem-
bership in Europe in recent decades, 
Europe Day will feature stories of how 
European churches are being renewed. 
Activities will also celebrate the begin-
nings of the Anabaptist movement in 
Europe in the sixteenth century, and 
examine the original Anabaptists as a 
source of vision for churches today. 
Asia. Asia Day activities will hinge 
on the life of Asian churches, with wor-
ship and Bible study themes such as 
1997 
"Living Christ, the Lord of the church"; 
"Living Word, the strength of the 
church"; and "Life-giving deeds, the 
evidence of the church." Since Asian 
Anabaptist-Mennonites are a minority 
in a continent of many religions, some 
workshops will center on living peace-
fully and faithfully among neighbors of 
different faiths. 
Africa. One planned contribution 
from the African churches is the Essen-
go Zaire choir, which will begin a six-
month world tour at India 1997. 
("Essengo" means "joy" in Lingala.) 
The first meeting of African planners 
took place in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) at 
the end of May. 
North America. A group of seven 
persons from across Canada and the 
United States has been planning North 
America Day in Calcutta, scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 8. Michelle Mann, 
Mount. Joy, Pa., represents the Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
"We have done all our work by con-
ference phone calls in an effort to be 
responsible with our time and money," 
explains Vern Preheim, co-chair of the 
committee. "We have planned the ele-
ments of our day, but we have not yet 
filled in our storytellers, musicians, 
speakers, or presenters. We will begin 
doing that in July when we have a more 
complete list of registrants for India 
1997. Since there is no budget to take 
special speakers or choirs or artists from 
North America to Calcutta, we will 
invite our presenters from those who 
register for the event." 
Opening and closing ceremonies. 
Indian host churches are planning these 
ceremonies, which will feature folk 
dancers, traditional music, flower petals, 
and rose water—all of which are com-
mon among Anabaptist-Mennonite 
communities in India. 
Assembly Scattered. The host 
churches are also planning Assembly 
Scattered, an opportunity for India 1997 
participants to visit local churches 
throughout India, Nepal, and Bangla-
desh. 
This decentralized, worldwide plan-
ning process has created some logistical 
challenges for MWC staff, but all agree 
it is worth the effort. "It's always a treat 
to receive word from planners around 
the world—to get a sense of the unique 
message that each continent wants to 
offer the world church," said Larry 
Miller, "We are in for a truly global 
church gathering in Calcutta." • 
It's time to register for India 1997 
"We hope many North Americans come to India 1997," said Larry Millet, 
executive secretary for Mennonite World Conference. "The event is hound to 
enrich and transform all who attend and participate." 
Registration forms and tour information can be requested from Mennonite 
World Conference, 50 Kent Ave., Kitchener, Ontario, N2G 3R1. Canada, or call 
(519) 571-0060. 
While there is no registration deadline, the MWC office urges all who are con-
sidering attending India 1997 to register as early as possible. "Air tickets are more 
reasonably priced now than they will be later," explained Miller, "'In fact, every-
one should register as soon as possible to be assured of getting a seat on the air-
lines." 
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based on a report by 
George and Rachel Kibler 
The first-ever gospel crusade in 
Choma, Zambia, is history, but the 
effects will be felt for a long time. At 
the first service an estimated 10,000 
to 15,000 persons attended. The most 
recent census for Choma (town and 
district) is 36,000. The crusade was 
held on the athletic field just across 
from the Shampande Church. Try to 
picture the scene. 
There were no seats for the audi-I ence. A platform was constructed for 
the speakers and musicians. The con-
gregation stood for four hours each 
night. They arrived early for the first 
music that began the worship time. A 
young man from Zimbabwe led the 
worship time. He trained a group of 
local musicians (instrumental and 
vocal) as a backup team for the con-
gregational singing which lasted 90 
minutes each night. All the people 
gent ly swayed to the music , and 
c lapped their hands as they wor-
shipped. 
There were never more than five 
or six white people in the whole 
crowd and some nights the Kiblers 
were the only whites. Thousands of 
voices singing, "O the blood of Jesus, 
it washes white as snow." "There is 
power, power, wonder working power 
in the blood of the Lamb." Then came 
a simple gospel message and an invi-
tation for people to accept Jesus. "If 
you want to give your heart to Jesus 
and live for him, raise your hands and 
we will pray for you." With both arms 
and hands raised, hundreds of people 
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faced the platform. A simple prayer 
was prayed and thousands of voices 
echoed "Amen" at the close of the 
prayer. Those without any church 
connection were instructed to go to 
the back of the crowd and talk with a 
trained counselor. Cards were filled 
out with their names and addresses to 
facili tate follow-up. Those with a 
church affiliation were instructed to 
see their pastors and church leaders 
for further help. Eleven hundred peo-
ple required follow-up. 
There was special prayer for heal-
ing. The evangelist, without touching 
A lay pastor of a Brethren 
in Christ congregation in 
Choma had been deaf in 
one ear for 40 years. He 
can now hear. A woman 
who attends the 
Shampande church 
always walked with a 
stick and seemed like she 
could barely move. She 
reported that while sitting 
on the ground one 
evening during the 
sermon, she felt 
something happen to her 
body and she knew God 
was in the process 
of healing her. 
people, prayed for them, with coun-
selors standing with each person as 
he prayed. He emphasized that he 
cannot heal. He can only pray. It is 
God who heals when healing takes 
place. God answered prayer! A lay 
pastor of a Brethren in Christ congre-
gation in Choma had been deaf in one 
ear for 40 years. He can now hear. A 
woman who attends the Shampande 
church always walked with a stick 
and seemed like she could barely 
move. She reported that while sitting 
on the ground one evening during the 
sermon, she felt something happen to 
her body and she knew God was in 
the process of healing her. When the 
t ime came fo r t e s t i m o n i a l s , she 
walked to the platform without her 
walking stick. The evangelist asked, 
"Can you run across this platform?'" 
With her hands lifted in the air (she 
couldn't lift her arms before), she ran 
across the platform. The Kiblers know 
this woman and they know the differ-
ence her healing made in her life. God 
touched her supernaturally. He healed 
her! A crippled man was brought to 
the crusade in a wheelbarrow. He 
could not walk. He left pushing the 
wheelbarrow. There was no hype nor 
pressure, only a profound sense of 
God moving among the people. The 
people 's minds were not cluttered 
with needing to figure things out. 
They just believe. 
Not everyone was healed who 
came forward. In each service people 
were instructed that their first need 
was for repentance and forgiveness of 
sin, not healing. The first testimony in 
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the Shampande church after the cru-
sade was a teen who stood with tears 
in his eyes and told how he had been 
forgiven and was now a child of God. 
F o l l o w i n g h im there were many 
more, including the woman who ran 
across the platform. One very old lady 
praised God for the fact that she could 
now walk. Her grandson, in tears, 
spoke from clear across the church, 
"My grandmother has not been able to 
walk for a long time, but she walked 
to church this morning." 
The Shampande church building 
holds 200 comfortably. Their atten-
dance has been growing steadily dur-
ing the past year, and had been run-
ning a bit over 200. Their largest 
attendance before the crusade wa% 
382. They were in the planning stage 
of beginning two Sunday morning 
services. But the first Sunday after the 
crusade, 478 jammed into the Sham-
pande church. Everyone knew they 
had to make changes quickly. The 
next Sunday they had two services. 
The third Sunday, for two service; 
they had 428 in attendance. They have 
nearly an equal number in each ser-
vice. 
How did they accommodate 478 
people in a facility that comfortably 
holds slightly more than 200? People 
were everywhere. First they asked the 
children to sit on the floor. As more 
adults arrived, the youth moved to the 
floor. Next the young adults were ask 
to sit on the floor. People who lived 
near the church ran home to get their 
wooden tonga s tools . Two small 
rooms on either side of the platform 
were filled with children on the floor, 
as was the area behind the platform. 
Such excitement and exuberant wor-
ship as they sang. There was heartfelt 
thanksgiving in their testimonies. The 
excitement continues. 
The Shampande church was given 
300 names and addresses of people 
for follow-up from their general area. 
Fo l low-up cont inues through cell 
groups, called section meetings. They 
are dividing their section meetings to 
have at least two in each section 
(township). The Kiblers have been 
rotating among these meetings since 
they arrived here. Imagine more than 
thirty people packed into a little 
house, singing at the top of their voic-
es, "Alive, alive, alive forevermore. 
My Jesus is alive." God has indeed 
visited Choma in a special way. 
For four weeks prior to the crusade, 
s e m i n a r s were he ld n igh t ly fo r 
women, youth, church leaders, and 
prayer. Training was offered in such 
areas as soul-winning and counseling. 
The evangelistic team lived with the 
Kiblers for six weeks, including stay-
ing a week after the crusade to ensure 
f o l l o w - u p . No o f f e r i n g s were 
received. The team was there to serve. 
During the team's time in Choma, the 
Kiblers got to know them very well, 
in terac t ing with them daily. The 
Kiblers state, "We believe that they 
are people of God, sent by God to us 
at this time." 
"Some of you heard us say before 
we came back to Zambia that we 
believed God was asking us to come 
back here to help to bring in a large 
spiritual harvest of the many seeds 
that have been sown for many years," 
write the Kiblers. They continue, 
"The experiences we have had over 
the past year in our local congrega-
tion, in the crusade, and in our inter-
action with individuals verify to us 
that is exactly why we are here. A few 
days ago we were thinking about the 
whole process of coming back to 
Zambia. Our question was, 'How did 
we get so blessed to retire from what 
we had done for many years and find 
ourselves where we are?' We con-
cluded that the Lord has most cer-
tainly directed our steps. If this is 
retirement, we suggest that you all 
re t i re and get r ea l ly busy and 
involved." 
The Kiblers had served with Brethren in 
Christ Missions in Africa for a number of 
years. More recently, George was the Presi-
dent of Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
e o W e U i n 
t k e c k u l ^ c U 
by Bob Verno 
An artist was asked to develop a picture of a decaying church. After 
some careful thought, he decided on his approach. Instead of depicting 
a dilapidated old building in a run-down section of town, he portrayed 
a handsome edifice of modern design. Through open portals an elo-
quent interior could be viewed. There was an exquisite hand-carved 
pulpit, a stately organ, and beautiful stained-glass windows. In the 
narthex was a large offering plate for the gifts of well-to-do worship-
pers. 
That is where the artist's concept of the decaying church became 
apparent. Next to this large plate was a small coin box bearing the 
words, "For Foreign Missions." Over the slot through which donations 
could be dropped he had painted an enormous cobweb. 
Any church that has lost its concern for missions has already start-
ed to decline, even when from all outward appearances it seems to be 
prospering. It is not enough for a congregation to minister the gospel 
to its own community. Our Lord said, "Go and make disciples of all 
nations." 
Yes, it is costly to train and to send workers to distant areas of the 
globe. But the message of redemption through Jesus Christ is for the 
whole world, not just part. There are still many who need to hear. 
Reprinted by permission from the newsletter of the New Guilford Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
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church was built in 1937. I was one of 
those who dug the foundation, and I know 
all the builders who built the church. The 
late deacon Kutwayo was one of the 
builders. 
Did Mufundisi Climenhaga visit the 
schools around Sikalongo? 
Yes. There were many schools to visit: 
Mboole, Boombo, Masopo, Siazwela, Sin-
gani, NaKeempa, and others. 
Was there a school on the mission station 
when Mufundisi Climenhaga was here? 
Oh yes! Before he came there was a 
school. It was a school for boys. Macha 
had the school for girls. The boys were 
sent to Zimbabwe after they had gone 
through standards 1 and 2. Then they were 
send to Zimbabwe for the higher stan-
dards. 
Do you remember any of the sermons 
that Mufundisi Climenhaga used to 
preach? 
Yes, I still remember. He used to 
preach very much on John 14: "Don't let 
your heart be troubled." 
Is there anything else you wish to say 
about him? 
He was my friend. He used to work 
with me. He was strong in manual work 
as well as in taking the gospel to the peo-
ple. " • 
Right, D. M. Mukonka; 
below, David Climenhaga 
. \ m- a m baptizing a candidate in a 
TT WE) l<LU portable baptismal pool. 
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Mufundisi David and Dorcas 
Climenhaga remembered 
In June 1995 Lois Jean Sider of Sika-
longo Mission in Zambia interviewed D. M. 
Mukonka, a life-long resident of the mis-
sion, about David and Dorcas Climenhaga. 
Rev. G. Hansumo interpreted. The inter-
view which follows is abridged. 
Do you remember any of the early mis-
sionaries who worked here at Sikalongo? 
Yes, I remember Mufundisi (Myron) 
Taylor, Mufundisi (Roy) Mann, Mufun-
disi (Elwood) Hershey, and Mufundisi 
(David) Climenhaga.* 
Did you know that Mufundisi Climen-
haga's wife passed away and that he has 
married again ? 
Oh yes, that is very good that he mar-
ried again. Mufundisi Climenhaga was a 
very wise woman. 
I would like to ask you a few questions 
about Mufundisi Climenhaga. But first, 
perhaps you can tell me how old you are. 
I was born in 1910. I am 85 years old 
(laughing). I was born in either April or 
May. Let me see...January, February, 
March, April... It is May when I have my 
birthday. 
When did you come to live at Sikalongo? 
In 1932. Myron Taylor passed away in 
1931 and I came to Sikalongo in 1932. 
Before I came to Sikalongo I lived in my 
village about seven miles from the mis-
sion. Myron Taylor used to come and visit 
us and preach the gospel. 
Were you here when Mufundisi David 
Climenhaga came to the mission? 
Yes, I was here. I remember both David 
Climenhaga and his wife (Dorcas). I 
remember him because he was a man who 
liked the Bible and wanted to go into the 
villages preaching. He was so strong to 
take the gospel to the people. I worked 
with him very well. 
Did you go to the villages with Mufundisi 
Climenhaga to preach? 
Yes. I remember the times I traveled 
with him, especially during the times of 
*"Mufundisi" is a term of respect which 
was used for missionary teachers/preachers. 
Conference at Macha Mission. 
Because there was only one vehi-
cle, many walked. We would start 
out walking early one day and arrive 
at Macha around 9 o'clock in the 
morning the next day. But Mufun-
disi Climenhaga didn't walk. He 
would have had trouble with his 
feet! 
Do you remember Mrs. Climen-
haga? 
I remember her well. She used 
to pray with little children. She 
would gather the little children and 
they would have some singing and 
some prayers. The children liked to come 
to listen to the Bible stories. My son Elijah, 
who passed away some years ago, was 
among those children. She welcomed her 
yellow women and showed very good hos-
pitality to the nationals. 
Did Mufundisi Climenhaga teach chil-
dren? 
He preached to adults. He preached in 
Chitonga. I can't remember any mission-
ary who spoke Chitonga better than David 
Climenhaga. Years later, when he came 
to visit me, he spoke in Chitonga. 
Do you remember how many people were 
coming to church here at Sikalongo 
when the Climenhagas were here? 
There were many, very many. Every 
Sunday the church was fully packed. They 
came from the surrounding villages. The 
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•od at work: in our world 
The Book Report 
Curtis and Leslie Book—Bogota, 
Colombia 
From the desk of Curtis: 
Memo to Carlos Eduardo: You did a 
great job last Sunday on your sermon. 
Your message on passion for the Lord 
touched the lives of many people. I am 
proud to be your teacher and have you as 
a part of the pastoral team. 
Message to my daughter, Allison: I am 
so proud of you and how you are walking 
with the Lord. Your decision to attend 
baptism classes at Niza 9 church and 
desire to be baptized on May 26 blesses 
your mom and me. 
Note to Julian: Even though you are 
young and seem quiet, you did well in 
making friends with Andres. You met 
him while out walking your dog and you 
invited him to church. After finding out 
he was an orphan and lived in a tiny room 
alone, your family reached out to him. 
Now he is a welcome visitor at your table 
and is following the Lord. He will be bap-
tized soon...thanks to your love. 
From the desk of Les Book: 
Note to Julio and Estella: You shared 
with us your need for marriage coun-
selling and we have met with you twice 
now. You are both willing to work on the 
marriage and we see some good progress. 
We know you had a rough beginning, 
Julio having been on drugs and Estella 
being older. But we see how God is work-
ing in your family. Just be encouraged 
and keep communicating and growing 
together. 
Congratulations, Jonna: You made an 
excellent spaghetti dinner last night with 
very little help from me. My only criti-
cism—it was gone too quickly! 
A young church 
planters story 
Jeremiah Murmu writes to John Sider— 
Bihar, India 
In a village that I visited, I met a very 
poor Christian family and that very day a 
child was born to this family. That fami-
ly's testimony is like this: There are four 
members in the family. The father and 
mother are seasonal workers. One day the 
man's wife was bitten by a snake. She 
was about to die. In the evening she came 
to the house and the breath left her. The 
Christian brothers of that village met 
together and prayed. Now that woman is 
alive. God answered prayer. Later a child 
was born to that woman. 
Two requests: 
That village church has no table, chair, 
no bell. Let us pray that God will provide 
a table, chair, and a bell. 
We need a guitar. When we go to a 
village for evangelistic outreach and the 
tribal people hear the sound of music, 
they come to hear the music and then hear 
the Gospel also. Let us pray that God will 
provide. 
A look into 
Japanese thinking 
Doyle and Thelma Book—Self-support-
ing missionary associates 
(The Books report on the monthly 
Brethren in Christ Church meeting in Shi-
monoseki.) One of the women shared a 
story that gives insight into Japanese reli-
gious thinking. The day before Easter, the 
father of one of this woman's colleagues 
at work died. The Buddhist funeral was to 
be Sunday afternoon and various co-
workers offered to help at the funeral, 
including this Christian lady. Since the 
church had an especially lovely bouquet 
of flowers because of Easter, the church 
gave those flowers to the Christian 
woman to take to the funeral. When the 
colleague learned the flowers were from 
the church's Easter service, she said, "Oh, 
we mustn' t put them on the casket 
because they mean resurrection." I guess 
she didn't want to risk having her father 
sit up in his casket during the funeral! So 
the flowers were placed in the entrance 
way to the house. 
In addition, the Christian, who teaches 
Sunday school, gave her friend an Easter 
card the children had made at church with 
some words of Jesus written on it. The 
friend received the card as a kind of good 
luck charm, the same as if she would buy 
an amulet at the shrine. To the average 
Japanese there is a mystical power 
attached to physical objects from the 
shrine or temple, so she assumed the same 
for a church. She failed to sense the Liv-
ing God who raised Jesus from the dead 
and whose words are spirit and life. 
Our Christian friend wondered if per-
haps she shouldn't have given those gifts, 
since they were misconstrued. But we 
assured her she could leave that with God. 
It was right for her to show love and car-
ing, and perhaps at another time she will 
be able to share Jesus in more detail with 
her co-worker. 
Thank you, 
Brethren in Christ 
World Missions 
Erin Hoffman—Caracus, Venezuela 
Dear Brethren In Christ World Missions: 
I have so much to thank you for and 
I'm not sure I can get it all in one card! 
Thank you, first of all, for sending me 
to Rio Grande Bible Institute to learn 
Spanish. Those eight months were invalu-
able to me—not only did I learn Span-
ish, but I also learned to relate with peo-
ple from many different Latin American 
countries. I can see how the Lord used 
my time at RGB I to prepare me in numer-
ous ways for ministry in Venezuela even 
giving me opportunities to "practice" 
ministry at RGB I! 
And now thank you for sending me to 
the Latin American Missionary Retreat 
in Colombia. I especially appreciated the 
time we had learning about and praying 
for the different fields. As a new mis-
sionary, the retreat allowed me to feel a 
part of the Brethren in Christ Latin Amer-
ican team! Thank you, again, for invest-
ing money and time to make the retreat a 
reality. 
Tue Dios les bendija! (May God bless 
you!) 
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Allegheny Conference 
On Apr. 28 the Rockingham 
Male Chorus from Virginia sang for 
the Air Hill congregation, Cham-
bersburg, Pa. • The Antrim church, 
Chambersburg, had spring revival 
May 10-12 with Michael Benson. • 
Pam Grove spoke at the May 7 
mother-daughter banquet of the 
Canoe Creek congregation. Holli-
daysburg, Pa. • "The Many Hats of 
a Mom" was speaker Toni Fickett's 
theme at the mother-daughter ban-
quet in May of the Fairview Ave. 
church. Waynesboro, Pa. The annu-
al missions yard sale was May 4. • 
Marti Byers spoke at the ladies' and 
girls' night out May 17 of the Five 
Forks church, Waynesboro , on 
"Women Past, Present, and Future." 
A class was offered May 19 to 
the Hollowell church, Waynesboro, 
Pa., by Child Evangelism Fellow-
ship on "Guiding the Child to the 
Savior." • Pastor Bender of the Iron 
Springs church, Fairfield, Pa., par-
ticipated in a walk-a-thon for Tender 
Care Pregnancy Center on June 1. • 
May 26 was missions day at the 
Martinsburg, Pa., church with 
Edith Miller and Paul and Audrey 
Eberhard. • On June 5 Gene and 
Ruth Madeira spoke to the Mont-
gomery congregation, Mercersburg, 
Pa., about their ministries in Latin 
America. • The Mt. Rock church, 
Shippensburg, Pa., welcomed 23 
new members on May 5. Doris Ort-
man spoke at the May 11 mother-
daughter banquet. • The South 
Mountain church, Shippensburg, 
planned a May 18 trip to Winterthur 
floral gardens. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Circle of Hope church plant-
ing group, Philadelphia, Pa., planned 
an intentional retreat May 18 focus-
ing on racial reconciliation, featur-
ing guests Manny Ortiz, Calenthia 
Dowdy, and Chris Petersen. • The 
Fr iendship Class of the Conoy 
church, Elizabethtown, Pa., had a 
progressive meal on June 1. • Mem-
bers of the Cross Roads church, 
Mount Joy. Pa., planned family camp-
ing at Roxbury Campground for 
May 24-27. • Simone Heisey began 
July 1 as Minister for Children of 
the Elizabethtown church. • The 
Fair land church . Cleona , Pa. , 
planned a carwash May 25 to bene-
fit the REACH project. 
Keith Tyson spoke in the May 
19 a.m. service of the Free Grace 
church, Millersburg, Pa., on "In 
CALENDAR 
OF REGIONAL AND GENERAL CONFERENCE EVENTS 
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., unless otherwise noted. For 
more information, contact the denominational office, P.O. Box 290, 
Grantham, Pa. 17027: phone (717) 697-2634. 
June 29-July 3 General Conference (Azusa, Calif.) 
July 20-28 Memorial Holiness Camp (W.Milton, Ohio) 
July 29-31 Leadership Council 
Aug. 2-11 Roxbury Holiness Camp (Roxbury, Pa.) 
Sept. 27-28 "An Aging Church in an Aging Society" 
Study Conference—Messiah Village. 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Oct. 3-6 Orientation for New Pastors 
Oct. 7-8 Leadership Council 
Oct. 18-19 Messiah College Homecoming 





Mennonite World Conference— 
Calcutta, India 
International Brethren in Christ 
Fellowship—Bihar, India 
Remembrance of Him." Commu-
nion and footwashing were cele-
brated in the evening. • The Hemp-
field church, Lancaster, Pa., had a 
guess-who's-coming-to-dessert on 
Apr. 28. • The children of the Lan-
caster church per formed "The 
Backyard Bunch" musical on June 
9. • On the last weekend in May. 26 
men of the Manor church , 
Mountv i l l e , Pa., a t tended the 
Promise Keepers Conference in 
Washington, D.C. • The youth 
group of the Mil lersvi l le , Pa. , 
church planned to attend the Read-
ing Phillies game on May 17. 
The Mount Pleasant church, 
Mount Joy, hosted a father-son 
breakfast on June 16. • The chil-
dren of the New Covenant church, 
Quakertown, Pa., performed "Down 
By the Creekbank" on May 19. • 
The average weekly attendance 
recorded for April by the New Hope 
church, Harrisburg, Pa., was 150, up 
60 from last year. • The Ambas-
sadors were in concert May 19 at 
the New Joy church. Akron, Pa. • 
Paul and Audry Eberhard spoke at 
the May 29 MPF meeting of the 
Palmyra, Pa., church. • Brian 
Zook, just back from MCC service 
in Egypt, spoke during the Sunday 
school hour May 12 of the Pequea 
church, Lancaster. A class on inter-
cessory prayer was taught May 15-
June 19. 
The Perkiomen Valley congre-
gation, Collegeville, Pa., collected 
an offering for a new piano and 
hymnals on May 12. • Craig Sider 
led renewal services May 4-5 for the 
Refton, Pa., church. • "Walk of 
Faith" was the theme for the capital 
fund campaign of the Silverdale, 
Pa., church, kicked off by a June 7 
banquet at Family Heritage Restau-
rant. • The Skyline View church, 
Harrisburg, hosted the 37th annual 
Atlantic Conference MPF meeting 
featuring Henry Ginder and an after-
noon phone call to Jay Smith in 
London. • Henry Ginder spoke at 
the Summit View church. New Hol-
land, Pa., on May 19. 
Canadian Conference 
Reading of original poetry was 
the highlight of the May 9 mother-
daughter banquet of the Bertie con-
gregation, Stevensville, Ont. • The 
Bridlewood women, Agincourt, 
Ont., had a secret pal dinner on May 
14. • Brian Zook was May 5 speak-
er for the Cross Roads church, 
Guelph, Ont., about his service with 
MCC as an Eng l i sh t eacher in 
Egypt. • The Heise Hill church, 
Gormley, Ont., hosted two Creative 
Living workshops for women in 
May. The Singing Hills were in con-
cert May 26 in conjunction with the 
Adventure Club closing party. 
The Oak Ridges. Ont., congre-
gation participated in a community 
cleanup day May 11. with breakfast 
served beforehand at the church. • 
Irene Gibbins, family studies chair 
at the local high school, brought the 
message on Mother's Day for the 
Orchard Creek church , St. 
Catharines, Ont. Following the ser-
vices, a reception honored Pastor 
Kathleen Leadley's graduation from 
seminary with a Masters of Divinity 
degree . • The A W A N A clubs 
awards night was May 14 at the 
Atlantic Conference Annual MPF meeting 
The 37th Annual Conference of 
the Atlantic Conference Missionary 
Prayer Fellowship met at the Sky-
line View Church, Harrisburg, Pa., 
on May 4. The theme was "Bearers 
of the Light." The keynote address 
was given by Bishop Henry Ginder. 
Using 2 Corinthians 4:1-15, he 
spoke of "Painting Image of the 
Darkness," "Prevailing Brightness 
of Jesus," "Perplexing Weakness of 
Man," and "Powerful Finish." 
A TIMS (Teens in Missionary 
Service) panel of young people, led 
by Bonnie Westberry, shared about 
their experiences in Honduras. 
Trudy McClain challenged us with 
the need for and importance of 
prayer. 
A high point of the afternoon 
session was a phone call to Jay 
Smith in London by Phil Keefer of 
the missions' office. There is great 
need to pray for Jay and his fami-
ly—not only for his ministry to and 
debates with the Muslims, but also 
the safety of the family. Wanita 
Burkett, the Atlantic Conference 
MPF president, led in a period of 
intercessory prayer. 
Lamar Dourte and Alice Lauver 
provided the special music and led 
in praise and worship. The offering 
for the day was $ 1,466. 
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Port Colborne, Ont., church. A 
seven-week preaching series began 
May 5 on the family. 
On May 10 the Rosebank 
church, Petersburg, Ont., hosted a 
concert by the choir from Prairie 
Bible Institute. • Ross Nigh was 
Homecoming Sunday speaker June 
2 at the Sherkston. Ont., church. • 
The Springvale, Ont., church had a 
May 25-26 marriage and family 
enrichment weekend with Brian and 
Angela Richardson from Komoka, 
Ont. • The spring sermon series for 
the Upper Oaks church. Oakville, 
Ont., was "Making Marriage Last a 
Lifetime." • The drama "The Fam-
ily's Last Resort" was a feature of 
the May 12 service at the Wainfleet, 
Ont., church. • On May 11-12 Tim-
othy Warner spoke in several meet-
ings of the Westheights church, 
Kitchener. Ont. 
Central Conference 
Paul and Audrey Eberhard, mis-
sionaries to Honduras, spoke to the 
Amherst church, Massillon, Ohio, 
on May 19. • The Beulah Chapel 
congregation, Springfield, Ohio, 
hosted Central Conference quizzing 
on May 11. The annual yard sale 
was planned for June 8. • On June 2 
a potluck meal at the Christian 
Union church, Garrett, Ind., cele-
brated both mothers and fathers. • A 
May love offering at the Highland 
church. West Milton, Ohio, went to 
the MPF Z imbabwe "Plant and 
Pray" project. • On May 19 Bishop 
Byers spoke to the Mooretown con-
gregation, Sandusky, Mich. , on 
"The Journey of Fulfillment." 
The quiz team of the Nappanee, 
Ind., church was regional finals 
champ at the May 25 meet at Berne, 
Ind. • The youth of the Northgate 
Fellowship, Tipp City, Ohio, pre-
pared breakfast on Mother's Day at 
the church as a fund raiser. • The 
Messiah College Singers performed 
a program May 15 after a fellow-
ship meal at the Pleasant Hill. Ohio, 
church. • The May 19 service of the 
Sippo Valley congregation, Massil-
lon, Ohio was filled with hymns of 
special meaning to the participants. 
Midwest Conference 
On May 5 Bishop Brubaker paid 
his first official visit to the Abilene, 
Kan., church. • On the evening of 
May 5 the Bethany congregation, 
T h o m a s , Okla . , saw the f i lm 
" C h a r l e s Co l son : Re luc tan t 
Prophet." Pastor Reg Martin's first 
Sunday was June 2. • On June 2 the 
Rosebank congregat ion, Hope, 
Kan., had a carry-in meal for gradu-
ates, and also a seminar by Robert 
Cornwell on discovering ministry 
gifts. • The men of the Zion church, 
Abilene, prepared a cookout on 
Mother's Day. 
Pacific Conference 
Pastor Thrush was invited for a 
new five-year term of service at the 
Chino, Calif., church. Special spring 
programs were The Tradesmen 
Quartet on May 5 and comedian 
Nick Arnet on June 2. • On Apr. 28 
and May 5 the Pacific Highway 
congregation, Salem, Ore., viewed 
the Pat Boone travelogue through 
the Holy Land, "Israel, O Blessed 
Israel." • The youth of the Upland. 
Calif. , church took their annual 
Mexicali missions trip in April. 
Approximately 220 persons partici-
pated in the 50 Day Spiritual Adven-
ture. Sermons and dramas related to 
the weekly themes. Many prayer 
partnerships have continued after the 
series ended. Clark Howell was 
guest artist May 19 at the young 
artists concert. 
Southeast Conference 
The youth of the Holden Park 
congregation, Orlando, Fla., planned 
a carwash for May 18. John and 
Kathy Brubaker, missionaries to 
Thailand, were welcomed to the 
June 2 service. • The Millerfields 
congregation, Columbia, Ky., had 
revival services May 6-12 with J. D. 
Smith of Easley, S.C. Missionaries 
from India, Beulah Arnold and Ruth 
Haske l l , spoke June 5. • The 
Rol l ing Acres congrega t ion , 
McMinnville, Tenn., recently hosted 
Richard Lehman in revival meet-
ings. The youth spent a Saturday 
evening at the Family Crisis Center 
in Nashville, serving meals to the 
homeless. 
Susquehanna Conference 
John Fries led a series in early 
May for the Big Valley church, 
Belleville, Pa., on evangelism and 
outreach. • The theme for the June 
7-9 retreat attended by youth of the 
Carlisle, Pa., church was "Living 
on the Edge." • On May 19 the 25-
voice Juniata Valley Chorus gave a 
p rogram for the Cedar Grove 
church, Mifflintown, Pa. • Luke L. 
Keefer led May 19-23 revival meet-
ings for the Colyer church. Spring 
Mills. Pa. • On May 19 the Dills-
burg, Pa., church had recognition 
of Christian education workers in 
the morning. In the evening Jenny 
Murt spoke about her semester in 
Central America. 
Scott Hartman became associate 
pastor on May 1 of the Fairview 
church. New Cumberland, Pa. A 
dessert fellowship for his family was 
held May 19. • On May 19 the 
Grantham. Pa., church had a Peace 
Sunday emphasis called "Toward 
E.V. Timelines 
1 0 0 Y e a r s Ago 
July 1, 1896—J. R. Zook writes from Des Moines, Iowa: 
"Bro. C. Good has fully decided to build a church on the 
southwest corner of University Avenue and 13th Street. 
The contract is let and will cost somewhere between five 
and six thousand dollars.... Further, we, by God's grace, 
have decided to establish a missionary training home at 
this point.... We would be glad to hear how many could be 
ready by the 1st of December, 1896, to enter the home. 
Don't consult flesh and blood, but consult God on this mat-
ter." 
75 Years Ago 
July 4, 1921—In an article entitled "Our Church's Liv-
ing Assets," Rhoda G. Wolgemuth writes, "It is a fact, how-
ever, that the church is facing some great problems and 
perplexities and only can they be solved by careful and 
prayerful consideration.... Our ministry is weak. The bish-
opric is topheavy. Is it necessary to have thirty-three bish-
ops and only one hundred sixty preachers? Is it possible that 
too much polity may rob us of the consideration of the 
more important things?... It is becoming very evident that 
there is a great lack of unity in the preaching of doctrine on 
the vital beliefs of the Church and the Bible. Evangelists 
each holding a different view cannot fail to confuse the 
minds of our young people." 
50 Years Ago 
July 15, 1946—In an editorial entitled "Indoctrination," 
Jesse W. Hoover writes: "Until the Church has the courage 
and resourcefulness to keep out of such strategic positions 
those who are not certain of what they believe and are still 
less certain whether the fundamentals of the faith of the 
Church are correct, the rank and file, especially the young 
people, will continue to be bewildered, skeptical, inconsis-
tent and disloyal.... Finally, any significant program of 
indoctrination will require the alert, aggressive, loyal coop-
eration of the entire Brotherhood. It will be comparatively 
easy for the best efforts of the Church to be sabotaged on the 
local level, especially by local leaders." 
25 Years Ago 
July 10, 1971—In a reprinted article entitled "The 
Wholeness of Holiness," Ralph Earle writes: "There is a 
sense in which all of us fall short of the full life, and always 
will while on earth. But we are particularly concerned with 
those who are careless and casual about their high calling. 
Through indifference and thoughtlessness they are content 
to live far below their privileges in Christ Jesus. Instead of 
seeking to let Him live His life increasingly in them day by 
day, they actually retrogress. With them life is fractional; 
with Paul it was full." 
10 Years Ago 
July 1986—In "Dentists, taxi drivers, and other minis-
ters," Kenneth E. Wilson writes, "Whatever your occupa-
tion, your calling is to be a minister right where you are. 
You can touch lives in unique and special ways that God has 
prepared especially for you! Discover the joy of serving the 
Lord through your work and touching lives for Christ, as 
you allow God to transform your occupation into your min-
istry." 
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Peace in Bosnia." • The May 5 
teacher appreciation service speaker 
at the Hanover, Pa., church was 
Janet Sherk. • On May 26 the Jemi-
son Valley congregation, Westfield, 
Pa., held a commissioning service 
for Sam and Sarah Oldham, leaving 
for Afr ica for two years. • The 
Locust Grove congregation, York, 
Pa., had a teacher appreciation meal 
on May 23. 
The Marsh Creek church , 
Howard, Pa., had their mother-
daughter banquet May 10 at the 
Howard Fire Hall. • Chris Sharp 
began July 1 as part-time business 
administrator for the Mechanics-
burg. Pa., church. • On the evening 
of May 26 Bob and Joyce Frey 
spoke to the M e s s i a h Vi l lage 
church about their upcoming church 
planting mission in Portugal. • On 
May 19 Bishop Hawbaker spoke in 
the morning service of the Redland 
Valley church, York Haven, Pa., 
and the youth gave skits, music, and 
testimonies in the evening. • Sharon 
Weisser spoke at the May 13 moth-
er-daughter banquet of the Wesley 
church, Mt. Holly Springs, Pa. • 
The theme of the mother-daughter 
banquet May 18 of the West Shore 
church, Mechanicsburg, Pa., was 
"How Does Your Garden Grow?" 
with opportunity to plant herbs and 
spices. 
Would you like to see your 
church represented in this news 
column ? Why not check with your 
pastor for submission guidelines 





Arbogast: Olivia Renee, May 
21; Joe and Kristi (Bell) Arbogast, 
Cedar Grove congregation. Pa. 
Bowell: Justin Laron, May 12; 
Erik and Rebeca (Sanchez) Bowell, 
Zion congregation, Kan. 
Brubaker: Juliane Faith, Apr. 
20; Steve and Jeri Brubaker, Jemi-
son Valley congregation, Pa. 
Brubaker: Rachel Lyn, May 6; 
Dave and LuAnne Brubaker , 
Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Charles: Lena Marie, May 3; 
Seth and Carla (Meyer) Charles, 
Nappanee congregation, Ind. 
Clever: Brianna Estalene, Apr. 
12; Duane and Michele (Landis) 
Clever, Montgomery congregation, 
Pa. 
Climenhage: Erik Jason. Apr. 
4; Jason and Laura (Brock) Climen-
hage, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Donner: Luke Benjamin, Feb. 
29; Bill and Janet Donner, Walnut 
Valley congregation, Calif. 
Dykstra: Hannah Maria, Apr. 
20; Kevin and Amanda (McPher-
son) Dyskstra, Boyle congregation, 
Ont. 
Dykstra: Jeffrey Russel, Apr. 
20; Jeff and Holly (Yzerman) Dyk-
stra. Boyle congregation, Ont. 




by W. Edward Rickman 
Cooperative Ministries 
Receipts, Year to Date January 1-May 31,1996 
United States Canada 
1996 1995 1996 1995 
Proportionate 727.275 745.499 123.769 149.861 
Congregational 690,664 732,935 123,769 149,861 
Individual 36,611 12,514 0 0 
Designated and 
Direct Giving 215.580 233.355 7.764 12.079 
Congregational 96,622 134,729 6,654 3,387 
Individual 118,958 98,626 1,110 8,692 
Total to Date 942.855 978.854 131.534 164.710 
Total Budget 3.781.056 3.735.410 472,000 510.000 
Received to Date 24.9% 26.2% 28% 32% 
The quest for contentment may be the most illusive quest in life. 
Indeed, contentment is one of the most desired qualities in life. 
Everywhere you turn, there is a symbol of contentment which leads 
you to believe that it can be acquired through the acquisition of cer-
tain products, visits to the right places, vacations in the most mod-
ern resorts and environs, and a host of other possibilities. For exam-
ple, contentment is: 
• A baby wearing the right disposable diaper. 
• Sipping a certain brand of iced tea. 
• Wearing a particular brand of clothing. 
• Watching the sunset from a beautiful beach. 
• Lying in a hammock with the right brand of sunglasses. 
You get the picture. 
The advertising world has discovered that the depiction of con-
tentment will sell a multitude of products. The public proves them 
right by working hard to acquire enough resources to purchase the 
products that will produce the contentment. Invariably we discover 
that the contentment is very illusive: 
• The right diaper doesn't prevent a stomach ache. 
• The iced tea needs more ice. 
• The right clothing doesn't match. 
• There are mosquitos on the beach that spoil watching the 
sunset. 
• The sunglasses don't help when it rains. 
Others have hoped that contentment would come with reaching a 
certain age. Retirement is often pictured as the epitome of content-
ment, when all our cares are in the past and our days are filled with 
blissful contentment and no responsibilities. Of course, I'm not 
there yet. but some of my friends who are have confidentially told 
me that it isn't as blissful and as unhindered as they might have 
hoped. 
Still others have hoped that a certain status in life would produce 
contentment. When we get to the top of the mountain, all will be 
contented. However, it is again discovered to be illusive. As some-
one has written: "When you climb the ladder of success and get to 
the top, you usually find out the ladder is leaning against the wrong 
building." 
Yet others have expected the acquisition of wealth to produce 
contentment. But the illusive contentment is always hiding around 
the corner of "I've got to have more!" 
22 Evangelical Visitor 
Glenn and Carole Elliott, Walnut 
Valley congregation, Calif. 
Enck: Corinne Page, May 15; 
Dean and Jennifer (Hess) Enck, 
Manor congregation. Pa. 
Ensminger : Michae la Mae, 
Apr. 30; Mike and Lori (Miller) 
Ensminger, Antrim congregation, 
Pa. 
Eyster: Madison Kennedy, May 
16; Doug and Teresa (Kennedy) 
Eyster, Bethany congregation, Okla. 
Garns: Nicole Catherine, Apr. 
27; Joseph and Nancy (Black) 
Garns, Chambersburg congregation. 
Pa. 
Gift: Chad Allen, May 22; Brad 
and Debbie (Besecker) Gift, Five 
Forks congregation, Pa. 
Graham: Tyler John, Mar. 25; 
David Graham and Amanda Eber-
sole, Conoy congregation. Pa. 
Group: Kelsey Ann, May 11; 
David and Lori (Diller) Group, 
Chambersburg congregation, Pa. 
Hewitt: Tyler Adam, Apr. 15; 
Troy and Emi ly Hewit t , Iron 
Springs congregation, Pa. 
Hoke: Angela Mary, Apr. 29; 
Leon and Linda Hoke, Mt. Rock 
congregation. Pa. 
Hogsett: Salynda Kathryn, May 
22; Paul and Sonya Hogsett, Free 
Grace congregation, Pa. 
Isley: James Christopher, May 
14; G e o f f r e y and Dawn Is ley, 
Grantham congregation. Pa. 
Keefer: Chelsea Danielle, Apr. 
9; Chad and Trudy (Miller) Keefer, 
Montgomery congregation, Pa. 
Miller: Jordan Lee, May 4; 
Kevin and Michel le (Freeman) 
Miller, Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Munyan: Emma Ross, May 1; 
Daniel and Leslie (Gow) Munyan, 
Elizabethtown congregation. Pa. 
Smith: Noah Benjamin, Apr. 
17; Denny and Wanita (Ketner) 
Smith, Greenspring congregation. 
Pa. 
Stichter: Grant Logan, May 13; 
Tim and Evelyn (Handel) Stichter, 
Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Swartz: Jonathan Paul, Mar. 24; 
Mark and Elizabeth Swartz, Air Hill 
congregation, Pa. 
Thrush: Lynelle Lynda, Apr. 
27; Lane and Tondra (Thrush) 
Thrush, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa. 
Wood: Bradley Paul, Apr. 18; 
Wayne and Kathy Wood, Jemison 
Valley congregation, Pa. 
Yeagy: Alexis Marie, May 2; 
Brian and Amy Yeagy, Mt. Rock 
congregation, Pa. 
Yoder: Bryn Allison, May 21; 
Andy and Yvonne Yoder, Five 
Forks congregation. Pa. 
Zweiacher: Kristy Allison, Apr. 
13; Brian and Terry Zweiacher, 
Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Alexander - Groff: Donna Jean, 
daughter of Merle and Jean Groff, 
Lancaster, Pa., and John Charles, 
son of Robert Alexander, Inter-
course, Pa., and Rosemarie Somer-
field, Lancaster, Pa., May 18, at 
Manor Brethren in Christ Church 
Now. contentment is a virtue which Christians are sup-
posed to experience: 
"Be content with what you have"—Hebrews 13:5 
"I have learned to be content"—Philippians 4:11 
"I have learned the secret of being content"—Philippians 
4:12 
"Godliness with contentment is great gain"—1 Timothy 
6:6 
"...Be content with your pay"—Luke 3:14 
It's an important and much to be desired virtue, but how do 
we get it? Where can we get it? 
Contrary to the materialistic and acquisitional approach to 
achieving contentment, it is to be described as "a state of 
being" rather than a "state of possessing." A "state of being" 
relates to an inner quality of character or spiritual disposition. 
Consequently, it is normally only achieved through a change 
in our malleable moral nature, i.e. a spiritual transformation. 
In Philippians 4:11-12, Paul made it clear that his own per-
sonal contentment was not related to the state of his environ-
mental circumstances. In fact, no matter which extreme of cir-
cumstance existed in his life, he declared he had found the 
secret of being content. The secret is summed up in his great 
declaration that "I can do everything through him who gives 
me strength." It was a state of spiritual understanding, depen-
dence, and trust in the sufficiency of God's strength to see 
him through any eventuality in life. 
Over the years, I have come to believe that the essence of 
contentment can be summed up in just three words: "I have 
enough!" Think about it! There is no other state of mind 
whereby contentment could be experienced. Beyond that, I 
have come to believe that the essence of joy in contentment is 
summed up in the words: "I have enough to give!" 
When Jacob succeeded in robbing his brother Esau not 
only of his birthright but also of the blessing of their father 
Isaac, a long-term grudge developed between these two broth-
ers. But, as often happens, the exigencies of life finally 
brought Jacob to the realization that his own greed, deceit, and 
"me-firstness" had to end and a reconciliation with his brother 
Esau was extremely important. The first thing Jacob did was 
to send ahead major gifts from his herds so that Esau would 
accept him. When the two finally met in an emotional and 
tearful embrace, there was an interesting exchange between 
them. 
Esau asked why Jacob had sent all the gifts. When Jacob 
replied that it was "to find favor in your eyes," Esau said, "I 
already have plenty, my brother. Keep what you have for 
yourself." (Genesis 33:9) 
'"No, please!' said Jacob. 'If I have found favor in your 
eyes, accept this gift from me. For to see your face is like see-
ing the face of God, now that you have received me favorably. 
Please accept the present that was brought to you, for God has 
been gracious to me and I have all I need.' And because Jacob 
insisted, Esau accepted it" (Genesis 33:9-11). 
After all the years of struggle, a reconciliation revealed a 
spiritual transformation in both brothers which was expressed 
in "I have enough" and "I have enough to give." Contentment 
came with the realization that relationships surpass all the 
benefits of acquisition of wealth, and that relationships require 
"giving." 
To find contentment will require each of us to reach a point 
of spiritual affirmation and transformation which creates in us 
an expression of "I have enough." "I even have enough to 
give" will produce joy in my contentment. 
To hold any other attitude, such as "I'll soon have enough," 
or "I almost have enough," or "I need just a little more," will 
never allow us to discover contentment. 
Some of the happiest, most contented, and most generous 
people I have ever met have been those who had few posses-
sions, but had learned the secret of contentment which recog-
nizes their total sufficiency in the strength of Christ. The 
expression of their contentment is "I have enough to give." 
Contented joy is their reward. Joyful giving can only emanate 
from this attitude of "I have enough to give." 
It's almost impossible to be a generous giver without being 
"contented." It's almost impossible to be contented without 
being a generous giver. 
W. Edward Rickman is Executive Director of Brethren in Christ 
Stewardship Sen'ices. 
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"The Radical Optimism of Holiness: 
Our Gift to the 21st Century" 
CHA convention report 
The 128th annual conven-
tion of the Christian Holiness 
Association convened on April 
23-25, 1996, at the Adam's 
Mark Hotel, Indianapolis, Ind. 
The theme was "The Radical 
Optimism of Holiness: Our 
Gift to the 21st Century." Thir-
teen Brethren in Christ attend-
ed. 
The 1996 convention fea-
tured several new components. 
The Wednesday afternoon ses-
sion consisted of three work-
shops based on the theme 
rather than a plenary session. 
There was also ministry for 
children and evening services 
for youth. 
The speakers, including 
General Bramwell Tillsley (Re-
tired) of the Salvation Army, 
focused on the promise, the 
principles, the process, the 
proclamation, the preservation, 
and the product of our radical 
optimism. It is a biblical truth 
that offers optimism in a time 
of seeming pessimism. 
The Wednesday morning 
denominational breakfast was 
a time for fellowship and shar-
ing personal responses about 
the convention. One pastor 
found the sessions lively, inter-
esting, and worth taking notes. 
A workshop on preaching holi-
ness today was particularly 
helpful. A church administra-
tor felt the theme was well-
chosen because the message of 
holiness is needed today more 
than ever. A pastor's spouse 
found the sessions Christ-cen-
tered, the music well done and 
the speakers convincing. 
Dr. Jack Stone, General 
Secretary of The Church of the 
Nazarene, is the new president. 
The Christian Holiness Asso-
ciation continues to search for 
ways to effectively support 
congregations in the procla-
mation of the message of holi-
ness. The 1997 convention is 
in Lexington, Ky., April 15-
17. 
with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz officiat-
ing. 
Bogart - Comer: Tisha Lynn, 
daughter of Harold Comer, Joplin, 
Mo., and Roberta Killion, Abilene, 
Kan., and Darren Earl Bogart, son of 
Gary and Betty Comer, Abilene, 
Kan., Apr. 20, at Abilene Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Ron 
Bowell officiating. 
Brubaker - Musser: Diane L., 
daughter of Harold and Judy Muss-
er, Elizabethtown, Pa., and Peter L., 
son of Fred and Jeannette Brubaker, 
Lititz, Pa., Apr. 20, at Elizabethtown 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Louis Cober officiating. 
Bundy - Rawlings: Veronica 
Lynn, daughter of Robert and Linda 
Rawlings, Washington, D.C., and 
Daryl Ray, son of John and Mary 
Bundy, Chambersburg, Pa., May 19, 
at Good N e w s Free Me thod i s t 
Church with Rev. John L. Bundy 
and Rev. Sam Shreffler officiating. 
G a r b e r - B l i zzard: Ani ta 
Louise, daughter of Nancy and the 
late Charles Blizzard, Elizabeth-
town, Pa., and Douglas Scott, son 
of Nancy Garber and J. Richard 
Garber, Elizabethtown, Mar. 23, at 
Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. David Hall offici-
ating. 
Reed - Stoner: Danielle Renee 
S toner and Scot t I rwin Reed , 
Hagerstown, Md., May 4, at the city 
park, Hagerstown, with Rev. Wilbur 
W. Benner officiating. 
Roth - Johns: Carolyn Beth, 
daughter of Terry and Helen Johns, 
Nappanee, Ind., and Scott Michael, 
son of Richard and Beverly Roth, 
Quakertown, Pa., June 15, at East 
Swamp Mennonite Church with 
Rev. Jonathan Yoder officiating. 
St .John - Lane: A m a n d a , 
daughter of Gordon and Kathy 
Lane, and Daniel St.John of Port 
Colborne, Ont., Apr. 13, at Boyle 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Ron Lofthouse and Rev. Darryn 
Colp officiating. 
Tengler - Tilley: Rachael Carol 
Tilley, Chicago, 111., and Bradley 
Robb, son of Robert and Barbara 
Tengler, Waynesboro, Pa., May 25, 
at Fairview Ave. Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Rodney White 
and Rev. David Manges officiating. 
Wagner - McCauley: Rachel 
M. McCauley and John M. Wagner, 
May I I, at Pequea Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Roy J. 
Peterman officiating. 
Wetzel - Hershey: Mellisa Jo, 
daughter of Juanita Archambeau and 
Richard Hershey, Pleasant Hall, Pa., 
and Benjamin Eugene Wetzel, son 
of David and Delia Funk, Fayet-
teville, Pa., May 11, at Air Hill 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
John L. Bundy officiating. 
Obituaries 
Detweiler: Donald S. Detweiler, 
born Apr. 4, 1947, son of Roland 
and Eva Detweiler, died May 13. 
Preceding him in death were two 
brothers, Henry and Stanley. Sur-
viving are two sisters, Arlene See-
wald and Ethel Yutzy; and two 
brothers, Norman and Floyd. Don-
ald spent several years in voluntary 
service in New York. He trained as 
a respiratory therapist and worked 
more than 20 years in New York 
City hospitals. He was a member of 
the Fellowship Chapel congregation, 
N.Y. The funeral was held at Sil-
verdale Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Fred Geib, Rev. Oscar 
Molina, and Rev. Omer King offici-
ating. Interment was in the Sil-
verdale cemetery. 
Feather: Violet M. Feather, 
born May 6, 1919, daughter of 
George and Mamie Heim Engle, 
died Apr. 30. Surviving are a broth-
er, Otto Engle; and a sister, Marie 
Hacker. Violet was receptionist for 
Suburban Realty and a member of 
the Fairland Women's Bible Study. 
She was a member of the Fairland 
congregation. Pa., where the funeral 
was held with Rev. Ronald 
Slabaugh and Rev. Vernon Bosser-
man officiating. Interment was in 
Grand View Memorial Park. 
Fretz: Grant Leroy Fretz, born 
Feb. 20, 1905, son of Solomon and 
Elma Sherk Fretz, died Apr. 19. A 
brother, Edwin, preceded him in 
death. Surviving are his wife, Viola; 
three sons, Karl, Don, and Jim; and 
four grandchildren. Grant was a reg-
ular attender of the Port Colborne 
congregation, Ont., where the funer-
al was held with Rev. Brian Loft-
house officiating. Interment was in 
the Bertie church cemetery. 
Groff: Hunter Jerome Groff, 
born Jan. 16, 1996, child of Randall 
S. Sr. and Lisa M. Groff, died Apr. 
8. Surviving are a brother, Randall 
S. Jr.; a sister, Laura Ashley; and 
grandparents, Harold S. and Patsy 
B. Groff. Hunter was dedicated at 
the Hempfield church. Pa. A memo-
rial service was held at Rohrerstown 
Mennon i t e Church with Rev. 
George P. Kimber officiating. Inter-
ment was in East Petersburg Men-
nonite Cemetery. 
Hunt: Goldie Mabel Hunt, born 
Mar. 11, 1918, in Dodge City, Kan., 
died Apr. 28. She was the widow of 
Walter J. Hunt. Surviving are a 
daughter, Naomi Thomas; a son, 
John; seven grandchildren; eight 
great-grandchildren: and two sisters, 
Ilona Hensel and Violet Heise. 
Goldie attended Grace Mennonite 
Church, Phoenix, and was a member 
of the Red Star congregation, Okla. 
Rev. Ray Smee, Rev. James Kropf, 
and Rev. Dan Stinnett officiated at 
the service . In te rment was in 
Phoenix Memorial Park. 
Jones: Pauline Miriam Jones, 
born Feb. 19, 1927, daughter of 
John D. and Mary T. Hawbaker, 
died May 3. She was preceded in 
death by two brothers and a sister. 
Surviving are her husband, Gerald 
E. Jones ; fou r sons, Car l ton , 
Dwight , Dean and Barry; three 
daughters, Joyce Black, Barbara 
Washabaugh, and Velenora Maines; 
seven grandchildren; one great-
grandchild; a brother, Ned Hawbak-
er; and five sisters, Olca Skinner, 
Zelda Laye, Kathryn Millhouse, 
Vera Orris, and Velenora Weller. 
Pauline was a member of the Cham-
bersburg congregation. Pa., where 
the funeral was held with Rev. 
Kevin Witter officiating. Interment 
was in Lincoln Cemetery. 
Moore: Edith May Moore, born 
Sept. 10, 1939, daughter of Clarence 
Bossert and Evelyn Traver, died 
Apr. 30. Surviving are her husband, 
Allan Moore; four children, Debi 
Paul, Tim, Doug, and Pamela Voth; 
nine grandsons; two sisters, Viola 
Williams and Irene Sider; and her 
stepfather, Jack Traver. Edith was a 
faithful member of the Wainfleet 
congregation, Ont. The funeral was 
held at Ballard/McDonald Home 
with Rev. Charles Mashinter offici-
ating. Interment was in Zion Ceme-
tery. 
Schaubel: Harold E. Schaubel, 
Stevensville, Ont., died Mar. 28. 
Surviving are his wife, Mauriel 
(Carver); two sons, Dennis and 
David: and three daughters, Faye 
Silvestro, Kathy Mater, and Karen 
Bosservain. He was a lifelong mem-
ber of the Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Rev. Wi lbur Benne r and Rev . 
Kennedy officiated at the funeral 
service. Interment was in the Bertie 
cemetery. 
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Shields: Roda M. Shields, born Apr. 12, 
1933, died May 12. Preceding her in death were 
a brother and 3 sisters. Surviving are her hus-
band, Charles Shields; a son, Ted Scheaffer; a 
grandson; 6 stepchildren; 18 stepgrandchildren; 
and 12 stepgreat-grandchildren. Roda was a 
member of the Mt. Rock congregation, Pa. The 
funeral was held at Fogelsanger-Bricker Funeral 
Home with Rev. Lloyd T. Zimmerman officiat-
ing. Interment was in Air Hill cemetery. 
Stewart: Lillian G. Stewart, born Oct. 2, 
1915, daughter of Okey W. and Florida G. Kin-
caid Hinzman, died May 6. Preceding her in 
death were her husbands Abner W. Stewart, and 
Frank H. Fisher. Surviving are 5 sons, Jack E„ 
Joe M., I. Robert, Fred W., and O. Thomas Fish-
er; 12 grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; and 
4 sisters, Evelyn Frederick, Elenore Hatfield. 
Deloris Frederick, and Luella Ellyson. Lillian 
taught school at Pequea, Pa., for many years, and 
was the Pequea church's Messiah Village Key 
Person. The funeral was held at Fred F. Groff 
Funeral Home with Rev. Glenn E. Pfeiffer offi-
ciating. Interment was in Long Memorial United 
Methodist Cemetery. 
Stover: Helen M. Stover, born Mar. 9. 1925, 
daughter of John M. and Helen Sener Reynolds, 
died May 17. Surviving are her husband, Ken-
neth J. Stover; two daughters, Debbie K. and 
Teresa Wesch; and a sister, Betty D. Leich. Helen 
was a homemaker and member of the Manor 
congregation, Pa., where the funeral was held 
with Rev. Robert Sheetz officiating. Interment 
was in Conestoga Memorial Park. 
Van Natter: Arnold Jay Van Natter, born 
Aug. 8, 1914, in Frogmore, Ont., died May 5. 
Preceding him in death were six brothers and 
sisters. Surviving are his wife, Jean; two sons, 
David and Michael; five grandchildren; five 
great-grandsons; three sisters, Iona Veit, Jean 
Coverdale, and Barbara Saul; and two brothers, 
Merrit and Lome. Arnold was a member of the 
Sherkston, Ont., congregation where he served as 
a trustee and Boys Brigade leader. The funeral 
was held at the church with Rev. Leonard J. 
Chester and Rev. Robert Kentie officiating. Inter-
ment was in the church cemetery. 
Williams: Alfred B. Williams, born Mar. 6, 
1901, son of Lewis C. and Susanna Edmiston 
Williams, died Apr. 3. Surviving are his wife, 
Alice M. (Irwin); five daughters, Zoe Irwin, Elsie 
Rebar, Alethea Bianco, Susanna Long, and 
Rhoda Gilleu; two sons, John M. and Allen. Rev. 
Williams served as pastor of Strongstown Gospel 
Mission. He labored in the early tent revivals in 
Blair and Bedford Counties, Pa., and was for-
merly a member of the Altoona congregation. 
The funeral was held at Liebegott-Fisher Funer-
al Home with Rev. H. Lee Ritchey officiating. 
Interment was in Carson Valley Cemetery. 
Witman: Edna Witman, born Mar. 11, 1935, 
daughter of George E. and Violet M. Baum Yea-
gley, died Mar. 5. Preceding her in death was 
her husband, Claude C. Witman. Surviving are a 
daughter, Linda Mummaw; and a son, Faron D. 
Edna was in the firewood business and also 
worked as a dietary aide at the Mennonite Home. 
She was associated with the Hempfield congre-
gation, Pa. Rev. George P. Kimber officiated at 
services at the Landisville Mennonite Church. 





After 50 years of service as speaker 
on the Gospel Tide Hour broadcast, based 
in Chambersburg, Pa., Rev. Charlie B. 
Byers is assuming a different role. As 
founder of the broadcast, he continues to 
be deeply interested in its ministry. How-
ever, to quote him, "The time has come 
that I must yield to the inevitable." 
Accordingly, the broadcast's board of 
directors accepted his resignation as 
speaker and program planner effective 
Aug. 31, 1996. 
Rev. Byers will remain with Gospel 
Tide Hour as a board member and as min-
ister at large. He will still be heard on the 
broadcast from time to time. 
The board approved Rev. Maurice 
Bender to assume the role of radio minis-
ter, being responsible for the planning and 
production of the broadcasts beginning 
Sept. 1. At the same time, Rev. Bender 
will begin serving full-time as he contin-
ues to serve as director and also takes on 
speaking responsibilities. 
The Gospel Tide Hour is heard on 
more than 20 stations in the United States. 
International programming is broadcast 
from Honduras, Panama, Swaziland, 
India, and Guam. 
A new training video 
that helps teachers 
tell Bible stories 
the Jubilee way. 
• understand storytelling as 
worship 
• learn from watching other 
teachers, and 
• enrich your storytelling 
techniques 
Order now and SAVE $5.00 
off the regular price of $19-95 (US) $28.50 (CDN) 
Offer ends, January 31, 1997 
Order from: 
Evangel Publishing House 
1 800 253 9315 
Jubilee: God's Good News is a children's Sunday school curriculum 




by Mary Bailey 
The air conditioning man just left, and 
we've made it through a hot spell of over 
90 degree heat here in California. In some 
places around our country, the rain has 
been falling at a steady pace and spring 
flowers are in full bloom. In still more 
places, people are trying to erase the pic-
tures in their minds of 20-foot snow banks 
and snow plows burying the cars they just 
finished digging out for the second... 
third...fourth...time. Why then am I asking 
you to think snow? Because it is time to 
start thinking about—and preparing for— 
YOUTHQUEST '96. And while it is hard 
to imagine, by the time that over 700 high 
schoolers come together at the Tamiment 
Resort in the Pocono Mountains of Penn-
sylvania December 27-30, they will prob-
ably be looking for snow. 
The theme for YOUTHQUEST '96 is 
"Dream Big—Live Large," a challenge 
to the young people of the Brethren in 
Christ Church across the North Ameri-
can continent to know that Christ comes 
to give us fullness of life. Those in atten-
dance will be ministered to by Bob 
Stromberg as he leads plenary sessions 
and shares his unique personal style of 
music, storytelling, and humor. The wor-
ship team will be Heart of the Lamb from 
the Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ con-
gregation, and a special concert by Code 
of Ethics will be a main feature. Recre-
ational and social opportunities are all 
part of the planning, but you'll need to 
watch for the next Visitor article for those 
details. 
OK! What do you need to do now? 
1. Begin to pray for the high schoolers 
that will attend. 
2. Begin to think and carry out fund 
raisers. Cost $199 (US funds) if regis-
tered before November 25, plus your 
transportation costs. 
YOUTHQUEST '96 
"Dream Big—Live Large" 
December 27-30,1996 
Tamiment Resort 
Pocono Mts. of Pennsylvania 
Watch future issues of the 
VISITOR for details. 
3. Watch for the promotion packets 
with more details that will be coming out 
soon. 
4. Be sure to see the promotion video 
that is circulating in your conference. If 







Pacific—Mary C. Bailey 
Southeast—Tammy Nunnally 
Susquehanna—Megan Davis 
5. If you are coming from a great dis-
tance, it's not too early to start trans-
portation arrangements. 
6. Continue to pray as final prepara-
tions are made. 
7. This event should become a total 
congregational activity, not just a "youth 
group" activity. 
• Each member of the congregation 
should know that this event is held 
only every three years, and it serves 
as a unifying event for the youth of 
the Brethren in Christ Church across 
North America. 
• Each member of the congregation 
should know that they can become 
involved by praying for every aspect 
of the conference. 
• If you don't have a high school stu-
dent of your own, maybe you could 
look around at the youth of your con-
gregation and focus your prayer sup-
port on a special young person. 
Maybe you could offer to help spon-
sor one, as the youth begin to raise 
funds. 
8. Make this a priority for your youth. 
For many youth this is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity. Let's pray that God 
uses YOUTHQUEST '96 to help our 
youth come to understand the fullness of 
life in Christ. • 
^ ft | Scholarship ^ for the Young Church Musician 
Sponsored by Congregational Life Ministries 
through its Music Trust Fund 
These scholarships of $200 are to be used for private music lessons. 
Eligibility: 
1. Applicant must be a member or regular attender of a Brethren in Christ 
congregation. 
2. Applicant's age must be 14 to 19 as of September 1, 1996. 
3. Applicant must be presently studying music, and must be participating 
in some way in the music program of the local congregation. 
4. Applicant must exhibit potential for assuming responsibilities in the 
area of church music. 
5. Recommendation by the pastor or a church musician must accompany 
the application. 
Application deadline: August 31, 1996. Plans are for the recipients to 
be notified by September 30. For a scholarship application, contact: 
Congregational Life Ministries 
P.O. Box 69 
West Milton, OH 45383 
(513)698-6284 






Looking at "Grace' 
"Since we have been given right 
standing with God through faith, then let 
us continue enjoying peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
we have an introduction [prosagoge] 
through faith into the state of God's 
favor, in which we safely stand..." 
(Romans 5:1-2, Williams N.T.). 
Chuck Swindoll tells the story of a 
young woman we'll call Nancy, who 
came from a broken home. Feeling 
unloved and disinterested in school, she 
ran away to Las Vegas and became a 
call girl. Nancy conducted herself in that 
horrible lifestyle for several years. 
Through a beautiful chain of events too 
lengthy to mention, Nancy came to 
know Christ in a personal way. She 
moved to another city and met a young 
man who fell in love with her. Because 
of her honest spirit, Nancy felt it was 
unwise to develop a meaningful rela-
tionship with this young man until she 
told him the truth about her past, which 
she did. His response was absolutely 
forgiving, absolutely understanding, and 
they eventually married. Soon after-
ward, to her surprise and to his, they 
felt God calling them into the ministry, 
so they went to seminary to prepare. 
Today, they are engaged in an eminent-
ly successful ministry. 
Nancy has been cleansed, washed, 
declared righteous, changed (see 1 Cor. 
6:11). She is being used of God as a 
pastor's wife to minister to the lives of 
others. I think that is terrific. Her past is 
one of the best-kept secrets in the 
church, known only to a few close 
friends. Do you know why they are not 
free to share it? Because many times we 
do not deal with people in grace. God 
does. 
The grace of God displayed in 
Nancy's life is no less great in my life or 
any Christian's life, even though our 
stories may be less dramatic. 
A couple of months ago I watched a 
frightening scene on the local news. A 
school bus loaded with kids was making 
its daily run home. The driver had a 
seizure and passed out. Somehow a 
video camera was on and captured the 
drama on tape. Students were screaming 
and bouncing in their seats as the bus 
went out of control. John Waldron, a 
16-year-old high school student, coolly 
made his way to the front, took the con-
trols, and guided the bus to a safe stop. 
There were only a few minor injuries. 
You hate to think what might have hap-
pened were it not for the courage and 
level-headedness of that young man. 
John is regarded as a hero in his com-
munity and rightly so. The story even 
ran in the national network news. 
These two remarkable stories have a 
lot to do with Paul's words in Romans 
5:2 and a Greek word we introduced in 
last month's column. The Greek word is 
prosagoge and means "a way of 
entrance," "access," or "introduction." 
This word is most often used in the New 
Testament for introducing one person 
to another, especially for introducing a 
person into the presence of royalty. But 
in Romans 5:2, Paul uses it in a slightly 
different way. In ancient Greek writings, 
prosagoge is sometimes used of gaining 
access, not to a person, but to a place. 
Prosagoge was used of "a place for 
ships to put in," that is, access to a safe 
harbor. In Romans 5:2, Paul also uses 
the word in this way and this is what he 
means: "Jesus opened to us the way of 
access into the safe harbor of God's 
grace." The picture is that we are storm-
tossed by sin and Jesus brought us into 
the shelter of God's grace. Like John 
Waldron, Jesus piloted our "out of con-
trol" life to safety. William Barclay puts 
it well when he writes, "We are like 
storm-tossed mariners who would make 
shipwreck of life unless Jesus took over 
the piloting of the ship of life and 
steered it out of the storm into the safe 
haven of the grace of God" (New Testa-
ment Words, p. 245). 
Julia H. Johnston (1849-1919) cap-
tured a key point of Romans 5:1-2 when 
she wrote verse two of the hymn "Grace 
Greater Than Our Sin." 
Sin and despair, like the sea waves 
cold, 
Threaten the soul with infinite loss; 
Grace, that is greater, yes, grace 
untold 
Points to the refuge, the mighty 
cross. 
Grace, grace, God's grace, 
Grace that will pardon and cleanse 
within. 
Grace, grace, God's grace, 
Grace that is greater than all our 
sin. 
This is the gift of God. Our job is to 
walk worthy of the Savior whose 
grace has rescued us. 
Rick Mailloux lives near Goshen, Ind. 
Sharing Programs 
release new book: 
An Instrument of 
God's Grace 
Caring for one another in time of need 
has always been a significant way of 
putting faith into practice within the 
Anabaptist family of churches. Most often 
this is expressed informally, such as tak-
ing a casserole to a family whose mother 
is sick or filling silo for a bedridden 
farmer. At other times, caring is done for-
mally through mutual aid organizations. 
Sharing Programs, a mutual aid orga-
nization, recently released a book enti-
tled An Instrument of God's Grace: the 
Story of Sharing Programs/Brotherly Aid. 
In the 1940s, various church and society 
issues were at work that led to the birth 
and development of Sharing Programs. 
The organization now has over 16,000 
participants from 25 different Anabaptist 
groups in two plans. Among the partici-
pants are 1,500 members from the Breth-
ren in Christ denomination. 
The two plans are: 
• A complete auto coverage plan for 
sharing one another's obligations result-
ing from motor vehicle accidents. 
• A plan for helping members bear one 
another's property losses resulting from 
fire or storm. 
The book is 180 pages in length and 
has over 60 pictures and illustrations. One 
reader responded, "It is an inspiring story. 
You do bring the reader along." 
Copies are available from Christian 
Light Bookstores for $7.95. Church 
libraries may receive complimentary 
copies by calling Glen Roth at Sharing 
Programs (800) 222-2455. • 
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Their glory is 
in their shame 
by Samuel M. Brubaker 
Near the end of the third chapter of 
his epistle to the Philippians, St. Paul 
refers disapprovingly to those "who live 
as enemies of the cross of Christ" (vv. 
18-19). Why would he criticize those who 
hated the instrument by which Jesus died? 
Would not one who is a friend of Jesus be 
an enemy to Jesus' cross? 
Throughout his epistles, Paul makes 
frequent reference to the cross. He uses 
the term frequently in the symbolic sense, 
referring to Jesus' atonement for the sin-
fulness of humans. To reject the atone-
ment of Christ is to be an enemy of his 
cross. Such persons claim they have no 
need of a savior, that God had (has) some 
better way to solve the sin problem. 
Another symbolism in Paul's writings 
is use of the word "cross" to denote the 
possibility of persecution accepted by 
Jesus' followers as they emulate their 
Lord in daily life. Those who decline or 
refuse to accept Jesus to this radical 
degree, Paul explains, are opponents of 
the cross of Christ. They aren't going to 
allow anyone to push them around nor to 
infringe upon their rights, privileges, and 
freedoms. They're going to take care of 
number one. 
Self-righteousness and self-centered-
ness are hallmarks of those Paul calls ene-
mies of Christ's cross. Persons character-
ized by these attitudes take pride in that of 
which they should be ashamed (v. 19). 
There are many ways in which we are 
tempted to glory in our shame. One such 
temptation is for U.S. citizens to glorify 
the events known as the American Revo-
lution. Most of America's conservative 
Christians unquestioningly applaud the 
Revolution. Patriotism has become, to 
many, an integral element of Christianity. 
They regard the Declaration of Indepen-
dence as a Christian document. Annually, 
their worship in early July focuses upon 
the events and documents which were for-
mative in United States history. 
I've been studying the book of Ro-
mans in recent months. Chapter 13 speaks 
rather directly to the relationship of Chris-
tians to their government. I cannot shake 
the conclusion that the American Revo-
lution stands condemned by this passage. 
I've reread the Declaration, seeking the 
reasons sufficiently grievous to justify 
abrogation of this passage of Scripture. 
The reasons set forth seem to be taxa-
tion, numerous grievances regarding for-
mation and function of both the legisla-
ture and the judiciary, and some instances 
of hostilities by the crown's military. Re-
garding the latter charge, history records 
that the crown was responding to unrest 
and acts of insubordination by the colonists. 
As early as 1765, a riot by colonists pro-
testing taxation (e.g.. The Sugar Act and 
The Stamp Act) destroyed the home and 
library of the lieutenant governor of Mas-
sachusetts. In 1770, harassment of a 
British sentinel by colonists evoked gun-
fire by the soldier's squad, killing sever-
al colonists. The Boston tea "party" 
occurred December 1773. It was April 
1775 when British troops, enroute to con-
fiscate arms gathered by the minutemen, 
were repelled by armed resistance trig-
gered by Paul Revere's ride. It's hard to 
escape the conclusion that the initial hos-
tilities were committed by the colonists. 
This history is obviously contrary to 
the submission and respect for authori-
ties enjoined by St. Paul in Romans 13. 
Even when conscience requires that we 
"obey God rather than men," any disobe-
dience to the decrees of government is to 
be expressed in respectful and non-violent 
ways. 
We can't turn back the clock of time. 
Maybe we can't understand from this 
vantage of history. The colonists were 
wrestling with problems. They were 
human, fallible. They got carried away, 
and their movement slid into violence, 
which they chose to escalate rather than to 
terminate. But why do Christians in the 
late 20th century adulate the insurrection 
of the North American colonies? Are our 
loyalties more to the nation than to God? 
Are we influenced more by the Declara-
tion of Independence than by the New 
Testament? Why do we take pride in that 
of which we should be ashamed? 
What has been has been—and we 
can't change it. But we can change our 
view of it, so that we conform more cor-
rectly to the teachings of Jesus and Paul in 
our current affections, preferences, and 
political postures. And so that our public 
worship of God becomes free of moments 
when we glory in shame. 
Samuel M. Brubaker is a physician in 
Arcanum, Ohio. 
Pontius' Puddle 
Try as they might, Goliath's parents 
could not talk their unruly teenage son 
out of getting that target-shaped tattoo 
on his forehead. 
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Contributions 
invited for Dialogue 
and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers 
Respond (letters to the editor) are 
encouraged to be concise. Letters 
may be shortened. All letters must 
be signed. Occasionally we may 
decide to withhold names due to 
special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are wel-
comed for Dialogue, a forum for 
readers to express their opinions on 
a broad range of topics relevant to 
the mission of the church and to liv-
ing the Christian life. 
Each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, and does not 
necessarily reflect the official posi-
tion or policy of the Brethren in 
Christ Church or this periodical. 
t W K (A.V WORDS— 
SOMC&&Y VOO'RE frO'NGr 
TO RCORETTrtVS ! 
7Jnesims^ 
Dear Paul, 
People get peculiarly patriotic this time of year. It's partic-
ularly acute this summer, seeing as the Empire is hosting the 
Olympic Games and all. There's nothing like some good old 
international competition for getting that blood a'pumping and 
those flags a'waving. 
I've always felt ambivalent towards flags. I grew up in pub-
lic schools, saying the pledge of allegiance like a mantra every 
day beginning at the age of five. No one ever questioned it or 
instructed me otherwise—not even in the church where I grew 
up. It was always just something you did. Be a good boy, eat your 
peas, say your prayers, and pledge allegiance to the flag. 
Somewhere along the line, the patriotism started to get to 
me. I wrestled with your admonition to the Romans to "sub-
mit...to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except 
that which God has established." But I 
also had to square that with the example 
of Peter and the other apostles when they 
thumbed their noses at the authorities 
who told them to stop preaching about 
Jesus. "We must obey God rather than 
men," was their reply. 
The apostles made a conscious 
choice about who or what would receive 
their ultimate allegiance, and God won 
out. It seems as if most Christians haven't 
really spent enough time thinking this 
through. The question arises in a variety 
of places in different forms—whether it 
has to do with the placing of flags in 
places of worship, the proper respect shown the national anthem 
by professional athletes, or a constitutional amendment regard-
ing the desecration of the flag. 
I kept a letter to the editor of a local newspaper from a cou-
ple of years ago. The writer was reflecting on this whole issue of 
whether or not to honor the flag. Said he: "A law that declares the 
burning of a flag to be desecration is implicitly declaring the flag 
sacred, an inherently religious act. At whatever point the flag is 
declared sacred, it becomes a national idol. Any Christian, Jew, 
or Muslim, any thinking person, for that matter, who eschews 
idolatry or the imposition of a national religion has a moral 
responsibility to disassociate from it." 
The thing is, we Christians seem to have an unusual pen-
chant for patriotism. It's as if we think it gives credence to our 
faith. Pledging allegiance to both God and country seems as nat-
ural as singing "Jesus loves me, this I know...." Is this an exag-
geration? Consider my experience of a year ago at a National Day 
of Prayer gathering. The theme of the event was "Seek My 
Face," taken from the powerful 2 Chronicles 7:14 passage ("If 
my people who are called by my name..."). When I saw the pro-
posed order of service (welcome, call to worship, pledge of alle-
giance, opening prayer) I called one of the organizers and asked 
if anyone had considered that seeking God's face and pledging 
allegiance to the flag might be contradictory acts of devotion. 
There was a pause on the other end of the line. "You know, 
I've never thought about that. You raise an interesting point." She 
promised to raise the issue with the other members of the plan-
ning committee. 
She did, and the pledge stayed in the program. So on the 
evening of the first Thursday in May, over three thousand people 
gathered to seek God's face and pledge allegiance to the flag. 
But that was nothing compared to my experience this year. 
At a similar prayer gathering in our own city, plastic flags were 
placed on our chairs along with our programs. At certain high 
points during our time of worship and prayer, the worship lead-
er encouraged us to "wave our flags as a banner unto the Lord." 
Something's wrong here, I thought to myself. I left, never 
wanting to attend a prayer event again. 
Leo Tolstoy, the great Russian writer and Christian dissident, 
recorded his thoughts on this matter in 
his treatise Patriotism and Christianity 
just over a century ago. "Patriotism," he 
wrote, "in its simplest, clearest, and most 
indubitable signification is nothing else 
but a means of obtaining for the rulers 
their ambitions and covetous desires, and 
for the ruled the abdication of human dig-
nity, reason, and conscience, and a slav-
ish enthrallment to those in power.... 
Patriotism is slavery." 
One might not be prepared to hear 
patriotism referred to as slavery, but 
when you stop to think about it, isn't any-
thing that demands my allegiance other 
than Christ a form of slavery? As you mentioned in your letter to 
the Romans, we have become "slaves to God." There is no other 
allegiance for the child of God. I guess that is why I find all of 
this flag-waving so incredibly unnerving and un-Christian. 
And that is why I have decided to declare my conscientious 
objection to the pledge of allegiance. I will no longer say it. 
My allegiance is pledged to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the 
Lord of the Church, the Savior of my soul. I will bend my knee 
to him alone, and march only under the banner of his love. I will 
recognize my citizenship as being in heaven, even though my 
temporary residence is in this world. I will work for peace and 
justice and truth and equality as values set forth in the Holy 
Scriptures, to be lived out in the Kingdom of God. I will take up 
my cross daily and follow Christ. But I will not pledge alle-
giance to the flag. 
Don't get me wrong. I love the Empire. I appreciate the 
freedom it provides. I will loyally support my country. I will pay 
my taxes. I will pray for my government officials. I will root for 
our Olympic team. I will keep my yard looking nice. 
But I will not pledge allegiance to the flag. Hopefully, peo-
ple will understand. After all, if the flag stands for anything, it 
stands for one's freedom not to regard it as sacred. 
And maybe that's our greatest freedom of all. 
Your brother in Christ, 
O. 
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing to him c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
Letters to Onesimus may be published unless they are marked "Personal-Not for Publication. " 
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by John Arthur Brubaker 
In the early days of a church planting 
venture we had a small but energetic, 
core group—seven adults, three teens, 
and two children. We had committed 
ourselves to starting a new congrega-
tion. We worked hard to prepare for 
newcomers. We were highly motivated 
and filled with anticipation. In the pro-
cess we became a close-knit fellowship 
bonded by our shared vision. 
The Lord honored our venture and 
people began to come. Attendance 
climbed into the twenties, to the forties, 
and beyond. We were excited, and yet.... 
I remember in those early months when 
one person from the original core group 
said to me somewhat wistfully, "I'm 
happy to see all these new people, but 
you know, it's no longer the way it was 
in the beginning." True! Fact is, the new 
people were disrupting the distinct fel-
lowship of the original group. 
Such a sentiment is too familiar. 
How quickly an emerging church plant-
ing can get mired in a maintenance men-
tality which openly affirms growth, yet 
subtly resists it. The danger is even 
greater for established congregations 
where family ties and long-time friend-
ships are understandably cherished. 
I laud the brotherhood's concept of 
the redeemed community. I think it is 
biblical. Our doctrinal statement 
describes the church as a covenant com-
250 Growing, Discipling, 
Sending Congregations 
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munity in which "we live out our deep 
commitment to love one another." The 
danger is that as we form strong 
redemptive relationships in the 
covenant community, we can become 
more exclusive in our fellowship and 
view newcomers, especially those not 
quite like us, as intruders. 
Further, when a congregation gets 
mired in a maintenance mentality, it can 
easily become preoccupied with hold-
ing on to its resources, subscribing to 
the mistaken notion that in order to 
thrive, it needs to cling to its people and 
its money. The church at Antioch might 
have felt that way when the Holy Spirit 
called two of their key pastoral leaders 
into missionary service. While they 
were worshipping and fasting, the Holy 
Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I have 
called them." As a young church, they 
might have reasoned that these men 
were so much a part of their own min-
istry and future plans that to give them 
up would be disastrous. Instead, they 
fasted, prayed, laid hands on them, and 
sent them off. (See Acts 13:1-3.) 
Truth is, Antioch had already 
become a sending congregation. Earlier 
they had collected a monetary gift for 
those living in Judea who were facing a 
famine (Acts 11:27-30). As a sending 
congregation, they realized that the 
cause of Christ and the divine purposes 
of the church were much bigger than 
their congregation or community. Inter-
estingly, sending congregations usually 
remain vital and thrive. As they are 
faithful, the Lord honors their generous 
spirit and brings to their fellowship 
other persons, gifts, and resources to 
replenish those they blessed and sent 
away. 
Jesus taught, "For whoever wants to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for me and for the 
gospel will save it" (Mark 
8:35). What is true for indi-
viduals can also be true 
for congregations. Con-
gregations that cling to 
their resources in the 
interest of self-preserva-
tion can easily lose 
themselves in the pro-
cess. They lose vision 
and purpose. They 
become inward-focused rather than out-
ward-directed. Trust in God for their 
needs is replaced with a casual self-suf-
ficiency that can be deadening. Their 
once dynamic fellowship deteriorates 
into bickering, personal hurts, and con-
flict. Little by little the congregation 
loses its vision, its vitality, its ministry, 
and its people, and eventually dies. 
In contrast, a sending congregation is 
one that is dynamic, spiritually alive. Its 
times of gathering are characterized by 
joyful praise, vibrant worship, and inter-
cessory prayer. It is responsive to the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit and open 
to divine guidance. It is keenly aware of 
the needs and challenges that beckon 
from other parts of the world and identi-
fies with the world-wide advance of 
God's domain. 
The Brethren in Christ vision calls 
for "...sending congregations"— con-
gregations that have a vision and pur-
pose beyond themselves, who see them-
selves as a part of a much larger whole 
in the kingdom of God and rejoice in 
resources they have to send and share. 
They are captivated by the Great Com-
mission; they respond compassionately 
to human need; they welcome invita-
tions to give; they readily challenge 
their daughters and sons with the excit-
ing opportunities for service in the 
worldwide mission of the church; they 
rejoice when the Spirit asks them to set 
apart one of their own for another call-
ing, and bless them as they go. 
"250...sending congregations." That 
is the vision. Together we are building 
the church for the glory of God. 
John Arthur Bru-
baker is bishop of 
the Midwest and the 
Pacific Regional 
Conferences of the 
Brethren in Christ 
Church. He lives in 
Upland, Calif. 
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IT WAS HARD TO MISS. We had just arrived at the Okla-homa City airport, and were headed out the main door of the 
terminal to pick up our rental car. As I stepped off the sidewalk, 
I saw a large dead rat at the curb. No big deal. Hey, I've lived 
on Broad Street in Philadelphia and on Fourth Street in San 
Francisco, and spent major chunks of time in Brooklyn and the 
Bronx. I've seen rats...and worse. And the Oklahoma City air-
port was really quite clean otherwise. 
A couple of days later, we were back at the airport, catching 
a plane home. As we walked into the terminal, I looked down, 
not really expecting to see anything, and—you guessed it—the 
dead rat was still there, in plain view. A great way to make a 
first impression on visitors, I thought. It made an impression on 
me. That was ten years ago, and I still haven't forgotten the 
Oklahoma City "welcome mat" rat. 
"You have only one chance to make a first impression" is an 
adage to keep in mind if we are committed to reaching new 
people for Christ. Weeds growing up around the entrance, a 
bulletin full of misspelled words, making first-timers figure out 
on their own where the nursery is—these are only a few of the 
ways a congregation can make a very poor first impression on 
visitors. 
Take a good, hard look at your church facility—and the 
members of your congregation—as you come together on Sun-
day morning. What kind of first impression are you conveying? 
Talk with those who have recently begun attending. What first 
impressions do they recall having? 
A weedy, dirty entrance or peeling paint contribute to a 
"first impression" that can be remedied without much difficul-
ty. Signs that guide guests to the nursery or to rest rooms are 
basic. It's much harder to change attitudes and behavior pat-
terns of members of the church—things that give guests the 
impression that the congregation is cold, aloof, uncaring. These 
attitudes and actions are much more difficult to identify and 
change, but probably are much more crucial in the long run in 
developing positive first impressions. 
ASSUMING THAT VISITORS RETURN, they have the 
i l opportunity to develop second thoughts about your con-
gregation. A friend of mine who likes to talk in parables com-
mented on the "down-side" of fellowship circles: "A circle of 
friends is great for those 'in the circle.' But remember—when 
First impressionssecond thoughts 
you are in a circle, your back is all that people outside that cir-
cle can see." The truth of that observation is reflected in the 
unfortunate experiences a Visitor reader had with several Breth-
ren in Christ congregations. Her "Readers Respond" letter 
appeared in the May issue, but portions of it bear repeating. 
Recently married, my husband and 1 moved. ...I was 
excited to discover that there were many (5-7) Brethren in 
Christ churches within a half hour drive.... 
We actively started attending these churches, four or 
five Sundays at one, then four or five at another.... We let 
everyone know that we were new to the area, knew no one, 
and were actively looking for a church. People were 
friendly. They'd say "Hi" and introduce themselves. [First 
impressions were OK—editor. ] But after attending these 
churches for awhile, we found that no one made any 
attempt to reach out and get to know us. There were times 
we'd sit and listen to other couples in Sunday school dis-
cuss how they were looking forward to getting together 
later that day. No one ever invited the new couple. 
...Yes, we ourselves did try. We'd stand in the lobby of 
the churches and choose people, then go approach them 
and strike up a conversation. People were nice, but that's 
all.... 
A spirit of rich fellowship has long been a hallmark of the 
Brethren in Christ. In our many healthy congregations, it is easy 
to say, "Behold, how they love one another." On the other 
hand, "Behold, how they squabble with each other or ignore 
one another" is a classic indicator of congregational malaise. 
But if we want to be more than a closed social club—if our 
desire is to truly be a redemptive community, the body of 
Christ—our circles of fellowship must be "open" circles. First 
impressions of friendliness must be accompanied by a genuine 
reaching out and incorporating of new persons into our con-
gregational and personal life. It takes a concerted effort, but it 
is worth it as we are enriched by new members of the commu-
nity of faith. 
It is obvious that our plans and programs designed to nurture 
new believers and walk with them as they mature in Christ will 
be futile if people have second thoughts about being part of our 
congregations and leave by the "back door." In that case, it's not 
first impressions or second thoughts, but three strikes and 
we 're out! G 
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Mission of the Church: 
In Relation to 
the World 
The church recognizes the place God 
ordains for government in society. As 
Christians, we pray for the state and 
those who are in authority. At the same 
time, we believe loyalty to Christ and 
the church, which is trans-national, 
takes precedence over loyalty to the 
state. Selective involvements in the 
affairs of government are appropriate 
for believers if loyalty to Christ and the 
principles of His kingdom are carefully 
guarded, and if such participation will 
enhance one's Christian witness and 
service. 
Christ loved His enemies and He calls 
us as His disciples to love our enemies. 
We follow our Lord in being a people of 
peace and reconciliation, called to 
suffer and not to fight. While respecting 
those who hold other interpretations, 
we believe that preparation for or 
participation in war is inconsistent with 
the teachings of Christ. Similarly, we 
reject all other acts of violence which 
devalue human life. Rather, we affirm 
active peacemaking, sacrificial service 
to others, as well as the pursuit of 
justice for the poor and the oppressed 
in the name of Christ. 
From the Articles of Faith and Doctrine 
of the Brethren in Christ Church 
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